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Memoir of the Rev. Samuel Stubbs, 
Birmingham. 


SIR, May 14, 1814. 
Your very respectable corres- 
pondent V. F. ina note to his 
** Historical Account of the War- 
rington Academy,” page 86, of 
Vol. VIIf. expresses the interest 
he feels in your Birmingham cor- 
respondents endeavouring to ase 
certain the place of residence, and 
of education, of the Rev. Samuel 
Stubbs, whose valuable library 
was presented by Mr. Stubbs, his 
brother, to the seminary at War- 
tington. I have asincere pleasure 
in being able, after some months, 
to meet his inquiries, I well re- 
collected that my ever respected 
and intimate friend, the Rev, John 
Ward, of Taunton, who died the 
18th of Feb, 1797, aged 83,* 
frequently spoke of Mr. Stubbs, 
as the beloved friend of the early 
period of his life, and in high 
terms of his worth and learning. 
On the appearance of V. F's. hints 
of inquiry, it was suggested to me 
by my worthy colleague, that a 
lady, whose name is Newnham, 
Tesident in this town, was @ sur 





* For a delineation of the character 
of Mr. Ward, see “ The Protestant 
Dissenters’ Magazine, Vol, IV. for 
1797, P. 241—0950. 
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viving relative to him. From Miss 
Newnham; who was his niece, | 
learnt no more particulars than 
that Dr. Latham, who entertained 
sentiments of great esteem for him, 
and a high opinion of his abilities 
and learning, looked forward with 
hope to his succeeding him in the 
direction of the seminary at Fin. 
dern: and that on the maternal 
side he was related to the family 
of the late famous political cha- 
sacter, John Wilkes, Esq. ard 
that his mother’s name was Wilkes. 
This lady has lately found among 
her papers a MS, funeral sermon 
by Dr. Latham, for her uncle, 
preached at Longdon, on the 27th 
of May, 1753, where he also, 
alternately, preached ; by which 
it appears, that he died on the 
13th of the same month, aged 
38, ‘The text 1 Pet. i. 24, 25, 
** All flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of the 
grass; the grass withereth and the 
flower thereof falleth away ; but 
the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever,” hath @ pointed refer. 
ence not only to the frailty of 
human Life; but to the distinguish. 
ing and promising talents and vite 
tues of the deceased, lost to the 
world by a premature death. For 
the preacher having expatiated 
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on the vanity of human life, as to 
honours and riches, strength and 
beauty ; as to ** whatever is bril. 
liant and illustrious in external 
nature and condition,” adds: “* but 
by reason what I have hitherto 
insisted on is only exterior to us, 
it cannot be so properly esteemed 
the glory of man; the true orna- 
ment of whose nature must con- 
sist in the intellectual and moral 
improvement of it. Where there 
ure a fine understanding, quick 
parts, a solid judgment and te. 
nacious memory, and all these 
cultivated to the utmost by great 
reading, and an assiduous appli. 
eation to study,-—these put a dis- 
linction of man and spread a glory 
sound him far beyond the lustre 
of extraction, the grandeur of 
wealth, or the shine of dignity. 
ut we find all these amiable 
qualities lost tothe world with the 
subject of them. Sometimes it is 
true they decay before: but we 
always lament the damage the 
world then sustains, when they 
are taken out of it.” 

This paragraph evidently con. 
veys an indirect delineation of the 
endowments and excellencies of 
Mr. Stubbs’ intellect. The in- 
troductory and concluding para. 
graphs are more explicit testimo- 
nies of the estimate which the 
preacher formed of the character 
and worth of his deceased friend, 
who, it appears, had been his 
pupil, 

He opens his discourse with this 
lamentation : ** It is with the ten- 
derest sympathy for tbe loss, 
which you and the church of God 
Lave sustained, by the removal 
of a young minister of an uncom- 
anon genius and abilities, that I 
now appear on this occasion. [| 
aien pleased myself with the 


thoughts of devolving on him an 
employment which has taken up 
a considerable part of my life, | 
inean the education of youth ; for 
which I knew no one better qua. 
lified, in regard of his vast eru. 
dition and extensive learning. But 
alas! how vain are the devices in 
a man’s heart; for after all, * the 
counsel of the Lord shall stand,’ 
It is what the mouth of the Most 
High awfully proclaims. Isa. xi. 
6, 7, 8 * The voice said, Cry, 
and he said, What shall! cry? 
All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower 
of the field: the grass withereth ; 
the flower fadeth away ; because 
the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon 
it. Surely the people is grass ; 
the grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth ; but the word of the Lord 
shall stand for ever.’ It is also 
what this providence itself speaks, 
and therefore demands our dutiful 
submission and silence. All we 
have to do is to improve the ad. 
monition given with so much so- 
lemnity, and to receive the cone 
solation afforded us in the latter 
part of the text.” 

The discourse, it is to be re 
gretted, offers no memoir of the 
subject, and is destitute of all 
chronological minutia of his life ; 
but it concludes with a warm Cle 
logium truly honourable to_his 
name and memory. Dr. Latham 
having exhorted his hearers to be 
thankful for the promises of the 
gospel, ** which are so samira 
adapted to support us under all 
the tryals of this state,” adds 
with an affectionate emphasisy 
‘Among the greatest of which 
I cannot but reckon the unexpect- 
ed removal of such a valuable 
person as the late learned and 
worthy Mr. Stubbs; It might be 


























































expected that I should offer some 
character of the deceased, and 
both the share I had in his edu- 
cation and the intimate acquain- 
tance | had with him, would qua. 
lify me to enlarge on this head, 
in order to raise a laudable emu. 
Jation in the breasts of those that 
survive: but by reason of his in- 
tellectual accomplishments, his 
vast erudition acquired by great 
reading and study, furnish out 
subjects of which a common au- 
ditory cannot be supposed to be 
judges ; and, perhaps, that which 
did him so much honour in this 
respect, might be a disadvantage 
to his public performances, as it 
rendered him not so popular: | 
shall at present drop any further 
account of them, and Icave his 
own works to praise him in the 
gates, if his surviving friends think 
fit to publish some of them. 

** But with regard to his moral 
qualifications, his great modesty 
and humility, his unaffected piety 
and devotion, and entire abstract. 
edness from the things of this 
world—I shall leave them who 
knew his conversation and man- 
hers of life, in these and other 
respects, to copy so fair a pat- 
tern, while they lament the loss 
of the original, It is sufficient for 
me to observe, that his flower was 
very fragrant, always diffusing the 
odorous, precious perfumes of that 
paradise, into which it is now 
transplanted.’? 

V. F., while the pen is in my 
hand, will not be displeased with 
my cCorrrecting a mistakes and 
supplying an omission in his com. 
munications, which form an inte. 
resting article in your Repository 
for last. April. 

He has affixed an asterisk, de- 
noting his death, tu the name of 
Mr. William Howell, of Swansea: 
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whereas that gentleman, whom I 
have a sincere pleasure in classing 
with my esteemed and cordial 
friends, is actually alive and in 
the enjoyment of better health 
than when about Christmas last 
he was induced by the state ot 
his health and spirits to resign 
his pastoral connection. 

It appears to have escaped the 
knowledge of V. F. that Mr. Phi. 
lip Taylor, No, 02, besides the 
Sermon and Catechism, which he 
mentions, publislied also, at Dub- 
lin, ** A Funeral Sermon, preach- 
ed the 12th of March, 1786, on 
the death of the Rev. Samuel 
Thomas, a pastor of the dissenting 
congregation in Eustace Street,” 
in that city, from Job iv. 21, 
who had filled that office nineteen 
years; and had, previously to his 
election, been for some years mi- 
nister of a dissenting congregation 
at Yeovil, in Somersetshire. 

Presuming that the above picces 
ofinformation, though not of the 
first importance, may be accept. 
ahle to many of your readers, I 
offer them for a place in your 
Repository ; and remain with great 
regard, Your's, 

JOSHUA TOULMIN. 

P.S, While friendship drops 
the tear of sorrow on the obituary 
of a beloved and highly esteemed 
friend and companion of my aca. 
demical studies; on a class-fellow 
endeared, from the first moment 
of our acquaintance, to him who 
writes these lines, by the disposi- 
tions and excellencies of charac. 
ter which the pen of your Cor- 
respondents J. D, and J.T’. has 
described, permit me to avail my- 
self of this opportunity to offet 
them my cordial thanks for this 
tribute of respect to the friend of 
my youth and of my declining 
years, though a great distance 0} 
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situation allowed us but a few in- 
terviews in the course of fifty-three 
years, and but seldom had we, 
through our different and various 
engagements, exchanged letters, 
If it be not deemed impertinent, 
to the obituary of Mr. Marshall 
I would add, that he entered Mr. 
Coward’s academy with myself in 
Sept. 1761, under the Rev, Dr. 
David Jennings, and Mr. (after. 
wards Dr.) Samuel Morton Sa. 
vage: that from the moment of 
our meeting in that seminary an 
intimate friendship commenced 
between us, of the dissolution of 
which by death your Repository 
has given the writer of this para- 
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graph the first information. Mr, 
Marshall began his ministry at 
Marlborough, in Wilts: and from 
thence he removed to Lidzit, The 
character drawn by J. D. and J, 
T. is the finished portrait of the 
picture, the outlines of which he 
who now addresses you witnessed, 
and highly esteemed at the age 
of sixteen. An useful, may it be 
an impressive, memento to your 
youthful readers, that the charac. 
ter, in general, inthe great traits 
of it is formed and fixed in our 
earliest years. Jt takes its colour 
in the bloom of life; age crowns 
it with glory. 
J. T. 
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Essay on the Evidences of the 
Jewish Revelation. 
Sir, May 28, 1814. 

From the existence of the Jews 
at this day, their condition for 
some ages past, the credit due to 
the books that they receive as sa- 
cred, the miracles and prophecies 
of which those books furnish an 
account, the marks of impartiality 
and truth in the writers, the na. 
ture and object of their religion, 
and the excellence of their civil 
and moral laws, we may establish 
the divine origin of the Mosaic 
dispensation. 

In this country, and in almost 
every other, families and indivi. 
duals are found whose customs 
proclaim them to be entirely dis. 
uinet from the rest of the nations 
of the earth, yet who, though 
sufficiently separated from the 
inhabitants of the territories where 
they settle or sojourn, have, un. 
like all foreigners besides, no 
home, no outward independence 


asa people. Such ure the Jews; 
their case is different in many re- 
spects from that of those races of 
men who bave been subdued by 
war or groaned under oppression: 
and they are least numerous on 
the very spot to which we must 
in reason suppose that their ate 
tachment is greatest—I mean, the 
former seat of their government and 
religion, This singular commu- 
nity, if such they may be styled, 
firmly persevere, whithersoever 
they go, in the worship of one 
God, the Father. So strict in- 
deed is their adherence to the 
laws derived from their ancestors, 
which they obey as completely 
and punctually as their circum- 
stances allow, that they have been 
charged by superficial inquirers 
with the grossest obstinacy ! 

The question to be considered 
is, whether the state of the Jews 
will be better explained on the 
principles of the believer or on 
those of the unbeliever? Now on 




















































the former there is no difficulty 
in accounting for the dispersed 
and dependent situation of this 
people: for their dispersion was 
expressly foretold and threatened 
as the punishment of their rebel- 
lion against their Heavenly Sove- 
reign. On any other supposition 
it will be an arduous, if not im- 
practicable, undertaking to satisfy 
us why they alone of all the in. 
habitants of the carth should be, 
as it were, a people without being 
a nation ? 

At this moment the condition 
of the Jews is exactly what it has 
been through many past ages. 
Nearly eighteen hundred years 
since, their temple and their po- 
lity were overthrown by the Ro- 
mans: and those of them whom 
the sword had spared, were dis- 
tributed throughout the empire as 
slaves. Nor, from that hour have 
they recovered their indepen- 
dence: though no longer cap. 
tives, yet, with scarcely a single 
exception, they are. degraded in 
every country where they dwell ; 
and the bulk of them are thus 
deprived of one of the strongest of 
human motives to cultivate the 
good opinion of their neighbours, 
Still, under all their disadvan- 
tages, some individuals among 
them have been eminent for worth, 
taste and learning: and, as a 
body, their attachment to the 
cardinal doctrine of the unity of 
God, and their zealous observ- 
ance of their Sabbath, give them 
& title to particular. respect and 
admiration. The Jews strictly set 
apart the seventh day of every 
week for the public adoration of 
their Creator: they then. debar 
themselves from worldly advan. 
tages in which those around them 
freely share; a self-denial the 
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more exemplary as the customs, 
not to speak of the laws, of Chris- 
tian countries, forbid them to 
pursue their several trades on the 
following, or what we call the 
Lord’seday. Such is their unde. 
viating regard to the lessons of 
their religion! A consistent Jew 
rests on two days out of seven 
from secular occupations ! 

Though this uninterrupted ad. 
herence of the Jewish people to 
their law, from the period of the 
conquest of Jerusalem, be not a 
proof, it is, nevertheless, a pre- 
sumption that their religion came 
immediately from God. The dif- 
ficulty of tracing the effect to its 
cause, is far lighter ou the side 
of the Christian and of the Jew, 
than on that of the man by whom 
revelation is denied: the Jew and 
the Christian are furnished with 
a very natural solution of what, 
I conceive, must otherwise remain 
a profound mystery, 

Those books which compose 
the Old Testament the Jewish 
community have always received 
as the rule of their faith and prac. 
tice. If any person ask, ‘* how 
can you ascertain that their scrip. 
tures are the same at present with 
what they have uniformly been ?”” 
I answer, we are supplied with 
evidence to this purpose not 
merely from tradition, not only 
from. the testimony of fathers to 
sons through successive genera. 
tions, but from their own history,, 
and even from strong intimations, 
in the productions of heathen aue. 
thors- Should we ascend to the 
date of the overthrow of the. holy, 
city, there can be no doubt, that,, 
in the interval between this event, 
and the times in which we live,, 
the Old Testament, such in the. 
main as it now is, has, been read 
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by the Israelites in their houses 
and synagogues, and considered 
as the foundation of their religious 
belief, conduct and expectations. 
Nay, the mutual animosities of 
the Jews and Christians have con. 
tributed to preserve the general 
purity of the writings of the for- 
mer covenant. The quotations, 
again, which we meet with, from 
these writings, in the discourses 
of Jesus Christ and in the sermons 
and epistles of his apostles, the 
solemn appeals of our Lord to 
their authority and truth, to their 
precepts and predictions, leave it 
beyond controversy that the Jew- 
ish scriptures were then what they 
are at this day. Then and pre- 
viously, the rivalry between the 
Samaritans and the Jews guarded 
the Old Testament from material 
corruption. And if we go further 
back, to the era of their restora. 
tion from the captivity in Babylon, 
subsequently to which many of 
the Jewish historians and prophets 
flourished, it will be easy to sce 
that they cherished a sacred re. 
spect for the Mosaic law as divine. 
Evident traces of this reverence 
for it occur in the books of Ezra 
and Nehemiah: and we find that 
no sooner did the people return 
to Palestine from their exile than 
they submitted to restraints and 
arrangements in which they could 
never have acquiesced had their 
national institutions been now pro- 

dtothem for the first time. 
tis therefore in the highest de. 
gree improbable, or rather it is 
impossible, that this should have 
been the date of the books we as. 
cribe to Moses» Equally clear is 
it that they could not have been 
composed in the land of the cap. 
tivity : to this supposition the style 
and tenor of them furnish a strong 


and even unanswerable objection, 
There are no better reasons for 
conceiving that they were written 
at any given time between Samuel 
and the residence of the people in 
Babylon. All the most memora. 
ble events in the Jewish history, 
—the departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt, the plagues inflicted 
upon the Egyptians, the destruc. 
tion of Pharaoh and his army in 
the Arabian Gulph, the passage 
of the people, under the direction 
of Moses, through the desart, 
their adventures there, their con- 
quest of Canaan ard their settle. 
ment in it—are frequently related 
or referred to in the Psalms of 
David, and of those Jewish poets 
who lived in the same ora fol. 
lowing age: so that the records 
of them must have already existed; 
and they are spoken of indeed as 
facts which had been long and 
universally acknowledged. And 
since the law of Moses is mani- 
festly unfavourable to the intro. 
duction of regal government among 
the Jews, and represents such a 
state of things as what may barely 
be permitted without being ap- 
proved, it cannot, on the princi- 
ples of human nature, be imagined 
that the law would be framed un- 
der that government or afterwards, 
Hence its origin must have been 
earlier: nor can we fitly date it 
at any other season than that to 
which it is usually assigned; ¢s- 
pecially as we perceive Joshua, 
the successor cf Moses, solemnly 
recognizing this code and repeat- 
ing it to the nation. 
“« But is not the frequent gv 
ation of the Israelites fran be 
wership of the true God to 1d0la- 
try, a presumption that, occa 
sionally at least, their reverence 
for the books of Moses was lost! 























Can any great stress therefore be 
fairly laid on their testimony in 
behalf of the Old Testament ?”’ 
The objection is not undeserving 
of notice: and I reply—that the 
repeated transgression by the Jews 
of the command “ Thou shalt 
worship no other God but me”’ is 
a proof not of their disbelief of 
the divine authority of their law, 
but simply of their contempt of its 
sanctions; just as the vices of 
many professors of Christianity 
imply practical rather than specu- 
lative infidelity. Further; the 
people of Israel were reclaimed 
trom idolatry by the severest judg- 
ments executed in conformity with 
threatenings denounced by their 
legislator, and contained in their 
scriptures : consequently, this fact 
is presumptive of the divinity of 
tbeir religion. Once more ; had 
the Jews been uniformly obedient, 
and of course uniformly prosper- 
ous, their condition and history 
would not have exhibited to man. 
cind so striking a view of an im. 
mediate divine and moral govern- 
ment as was presented in the exact 
correspondence of their outward 
circumstances with the fluctuations 
in their religious conduct. 

Let us next examine into the 
nature and weight of the evideuce 
arising from the miracles and 
prophecies of which their sacred 
Sooks furnish an account. It 
Were an useless attempt to sepa- 
rate the miraculous from the com- 
mon facts. The narratives of both 
are so blended together that if we 
admit the one we must admit the 
other, if we reject the one we 
Must reject the other. It would 
be extremely difficult to shew how 
the Israelites could have left Egypt 
how tbh “ee 

ey could have subsisted in 
the wilderness, how they could 
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have subdued Canaan, without 
real and successive miracles, The 
historians of these events, accord. 
ingly, iaform us that the laws of 
nature were suspended and cone 
trolled for their defence, support 
and accommodation. There are 
those who have asserted that the 
wendess which Moses wrought (as 
he himself declares by the com. 
mand and energy of God), did 
not surpass human sagacity and 
power. They have made the as- 
sertion: but they have declined 
the proof. Whatever were the 
abilities and skill of the Hebrew 
legislatur, there is no evidence 
that he was so superior in these 
respects to the most learned of the 
Egyptians as to be qualified for 
resisting their collective efforts to 
ascertain whether or not he was 
an impostor. We behold him even 
reluctant to undertake the deliver. 
ance of his countrymen and to 
have an interview with Pharoah 
till he is again and again enjoined 
by God to dismiss his fears, and 
assured of spegjal aid. Let us do 
the same justice to the pretensions 
of the Jewish that we render to 
those of the Christian revelation. 
If the claims of Christ are allowed 
to have been substantiated by mi« 
racles, so are the claims of Mo. 
ses: we have in both cases the 
testimony of history and of pre- 
sent appearances, Is Jesus shewn 
by recorded and accomplished 
prophecy to have been a teacher 
sent from God? By the like ar. 
gument Moses is proved to have 
been a divine lawgiver. I content 
myself with glancing at one clags 
of predictions found in the Old 
Testament, those which foretel 
that the Jewish nation should be 
prosperous or afflicted in the exact 
degree of their obedience or disor 
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bedience te God, and which have 
been strictly verified by the event. 

Nothing has been more com- 
mon with dbjectors than to allege 
against the Jewish scriptures the 
faults and crimes of eminent per- 
sonages under the old dispensa~ 
tion. Wrth great faults many of 
them were chatgeable ; some with 
glaring vices, But we should re. 
collect that these parts of their 
conduct are ‘not withdrawn or 
Shaded from our view: they are 
left on record either by the indi- 
viduals themselves, or by those 
whe, generally, were attached to 
their characters and memories. 
And shall this impartiality pass 
for nothing? Is it nothing that 
we are distinctly informed of the 
unreasonable anger and discontént 
of ‘Moses, ‘of the complicated 
guilt of David, and of the follies 
and’ idolatries’of Solomon in the 
dectine of life? ‘To a candid. rea- 
soner this’ information carries a 
prestimptionw that writers who will 
not conceal what national vanity 
or other passions:m; she have tempt- 
ed them! to conceal, are worthy 
of being credited in whatever they 
relate. “Add to which that the 
simplicity and artlesshess-of their 
styfe, the number of cireumstan. 
ces they describe, and of the dates 
and places they: mention, all ob. 
viate the suspicion of their de. 
signing a jraud, or being under 
tlie’ influence of ‘delosion. Who. 
ever compares the book of Deu- 
teronomy with Exodus, Leviticus 
and) Numbers—-—the recapitulas 
tion of the law and history of the 
lerwelites ih their passage through 
the’ wilderness with ¢he original 
narrative’ and statement —will 
discern many signs of truth. and 
pature in unintended coinciden. 
ces. Tam much mistaken indeed 
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if he will not have ground to be. 
lieve thatethe author was an eyes 
witness of the facts he represents, 
that he bore a distinguished part 
in them, and that he is no other 
than the lawgiver himself; that 
Moses through whose agency, we 
maintain, God communicated his 
acts unto the children of Israel. 
The character and object of the 
Jewish religion are of principal 
importance in the argument, If 
that religion consisted partly in 
ritual observances essential, toya 
people, who, living in, a very 
early age, ,would,be chiefly .af- 
fected: by what.they,saw, it, also 
consisted mainly in the cultivation 
of devout and maral habits, with- 
out which.their strictest obedience 
to ceremonial duties was, pronounce. 
ed unavailing and profane, This 
fact, overlooked by, writers of @ 
certaingdescription, ,is so powerful 
that it will support the fabric) of 
Judaism. When the otherpations 
of the world were sunk in the 
most barbarous and _licentious 
idolatry ; when, nutwithstanding 
their; superiority in hterary, al- 
tainments, they were degraded, 
as-to religious faith and as 
below the. level. of humanity, the 
Jews, a people whom they de- 
spised and culeven, acknowledged 
ONE pure and spiritual Being 4 
the Maker, Lord and Benefactor 
of the universe, and, presented 
homage to HIM ALONE. Of this 
great Being their writings abound 
with the sublimest, the most, sttl- 
king anJ most rational sentiments: 
and numerous passages; in thet 
prophets evince that their 
institutions were eminent 


cious to good morals. , 
Whence such cntiely 8F 
ligion at such a period and among 
such a people? Let those whe 























reject the claims of Judaism ex. 
lain the fact as they are able: 
and, till they have satisfactorily 
accounted for it, let them not 
charge the believer with credu. 
lity. 

In the mean time, let us reflect 
upon the excellence of the civil 
and moral laws contained in the 
Jewish scriptures. To _ illustrate 
it at length, would require a vo- 
lume instead of an essay. Intel. 
ligent readers will at least be con- 
vinced by it of the extraordinary 
penetration and ability of Moses. 
But, when viewed in relation to 
his own circumstances and those 
of his countrymen, it will, I 
think, form @ presumption that 
his ability, however great, reccive 
ed in this case the aid of inspira- 
tion, When, moreover, we look 
at some of the laws themselves, 
and observe that they were formed 
with express reference to the pos. 
session of the promised land by 
the Jews, it will not be easy to 
resist this inference, The direc. 
tions of the Hebrew legislator con- 
cerning the distribution and res- 
toration of property, breathe a 
spirit of wisdom, justice and be- 
nevolence, which has obtained the 
admiration and praise of the mest 
capable judges in every age. There 


are articles in his code which be-_ 


speak the most refined and deli- 
cate humanity; provision is made 
for every case of poverty and at. 
fiction that is likely to arise. 
Even the stranger and the enemy 
are not forgotten; and the ten- 
dency of the whole is to foster 
habits of purity, equity and be- 
neficence in a higher degree than 
any body of statutes delivered to 
any other nation. 

It would be wonderful if to 
books so ancient as those of the 
VOL, Ix, 2u 





Mr. Gough, the Antiquarian. 
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Old Testament no objections had 
been framed. However, even the 
most plausible objections cannot 
preponderate over various and di- 
rect evidence. Nor is it unim- 
portant to the Christian that he 
possess a@ rational, and conse 
quently an jmmoveable faith in 
the Jewish religion, the divinity 
of which was often asserted, al- 
ways implied, by our Lord and 
his apostles, and on the value of 
which in conducting us to Christ, 
we, surely, cannot think without 
pious reverence and gratitude. 
N. 


Mr. Gough, the Antiquartan. 


Iced. O, 1814. 
SiR, 

Looking yesterday into the late 
Mr. Gough’s edition of Camden’s 
Brittania, 1789, ona very dif- 
ferent account, | observed a tes- 
timony against the Athanasian 
creed which [ little expected from 
that zealous and reputed orthodox 
churchman. ~ 

The learned antiquary in his 
additions to Camden’s Hunting- 
donshire, mentions, “ Daniel 
Whiston, younger brother to the 
celebrated William Whiston, cu- 
rate at Somersham filty.two years 
for conscience sake, as is expressed 
on the monument erected to his 
memory, in the chancel, by his 
son.”? ‘To the account of Daniel 
in his brother’s Memoirs (2d ed. 
p- 13), Mr. Gough adds, that 
“ when he was persecuted by 
Thomas Hammond, Esq. [for his 
refusal to read the Athanasian 
Creed] the very learned Dr, Clarke 
made application in his behalf to 
the famous Sarah Duchess of 
Marlborough, who wrote a ver 
sharp letter to Mr. Hammond, 
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desiring he would desist. If he 
would not, she would defend Mr. 
Whiston at her own expence in 
every court in the kingdom ” 
Mr. G, says, “ this circumstance 
saved him from the violence of the 
high-church squire.” It was the 
fashion of that age for great ladies 
to rescue great heretics from the 
fury of orthodox persecution. Thus 
Queen Anne had seasonably muz- 
zled the convocation just as they 
had shewn their tceth and were 
about to worry honest William 
Whiston. 

Mr. Gough adds, concerning 
Daniel Whiston, that ** he was 
offered several livings, but would 
notuccept of any, as he refused 
to subscribe to the use of the 
Athanasian Creed,” a conduct 
which the learned untiquary thus 
unequivocally commends. ** He 
thought, and justly too, that the 
admission of that creed into the 
church is a disgrace to the ser- 
vice.” Mr, Nichols, in his Literary 
Anecdotes (i, 505), says, that 
** Daniel Whiston died April 19, 
1759, aged 82.” 

Mr. Gough, who died in 1809, 
was, in 1786, and for some years 
after, the reviewer in the Gentle. 
man’s Magazine. It is well known 
with what hostility to reformers 
that Review was then conducted. 
Mr. Nichols (Lit. An. vi. 272) 
admits that Mr, Gough “ criticised 
With warmth and severity certain 
iNDovations attempted in church 
and state,”’ though ** he wrote his 
sentiments with sincerity and im. 
partiality.”?” Who could have ex- 
pected to find Mr. Gough him. 
self such a daring innovator as to 
wppugn that important article in 
** the church by law established,” 
the Creed of St. Athanasius. 

OTIOSUS. 


Phrase ** Son of God.” 





Phrase ‘* Son of God.’ 
SIR, 

Chrristians still differ abou 
the meaning of the words, * Jesus 
Christ the Son of God.’ Some 
have explained the words to sig. 
nify that he is God of God, and 
very God of very God. They 
have therefore asserted that this 
doctrine is fully implied in the 
phrase, ‘* his only begotten Son,” 
But, it should be remembered, 
that Isaac is called the only son 
of Abraham, Gen. xxii. 2, 12, 16, 
and the writer of the epistle to 
the Hebrews, adopting the scrip- 
tural language, says, that Abra. 
ham offered up his only begotten 
son. As Abraham then bad se. 
veral other. sons, his only son, 
and his only begotten son, must 
mean his dear and most beloved 
son; in like manner, the only 
begotien Son of God must mean 
his most beloved Son in whom 
he was always well pleased, and 
whom, because of his exemplary, 
singular righteousness, and hatred 
of iniquity, he has exalted above 
all principalities and powers. It 
is: therefore said, that God has 
given’ him a name which is above 
every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow of 
things in heaven, and things on 
earth, and things under the earth; 
that is, of all men in a future 
state, and of all the living and the 
dead inthis world. But, by /ea- 
ven here, we must not understand 
the whole immense universe, 
which the great God alone can 
always comprehend and govern, 
whilst we humbly and thankfully 
acknowledge, that Christ Hn 9 
stituted the Head and Lotd of, 
the children of men, I take it for 
granted, that the passage 19 He- 
brews, ‘ Let all the angels of God 






















































worship him,” means nothing more 
than if it had. been said, Let him 
be considered as superior to all 
the prophets, and all the other 
messengers who preceded him, and 
let all their messages be regulated 
according to hisdeclarations which 
he delivered to us as received from 
the Father. In short, all men 
are the offspring of God. All his 
holy and obedient children are 
described peculiarly his sons and 
daughters. But the spotless Je. 
sus is the pure image of Him who 
is invisible, is seated at his right 
hand, and is appointed to be the 
Judge, under God, of the living 
and the dead, who, at the Tast 
day, will minister to each his 
portion, 
W. H. 

P.S. In the common translation 
ofthe first chapter of the epistle to 
the Galatians, vs. 6,7, we have what 
may be called a contradiction. 
“ Another gospel, which is not 
anotber.” May we not render the 
wordss which is not another, ‘which 
ds owing to nothing else,” the word 
woos being understood as an ellipsis 
before 6 ex’ eclsv adAAo, with re. 
spect to which, or concerning 
which, nothing else can be said, 
but that there are some who trou- 
ble you, namely, the perverse 
teachers, who have mingled with 
you, &c. 





“British Pulpit Eloquence.” 
May 5, 1814. 
SiR, 

in the first part of ‘ British 
Pulpit Eloquence,” just pu blished, 
A, Was attracted to the biography 
which, introduces a sermon by 
Jeremy Taylor. At p. 75, it is 
said, that **in the later editions 
he concluded the Discourse [on 


** British Pulpit Eloquence.” 
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the Liberty of Prophesying] with 


a story from the Jewish Rabbins, 
which is now well known under 
the title ef ‘ A Parable against 
Persecution.’ ’? The biographer 
then shews how that story has been 
unjustly given to Dr. Franklin, ia 
the collection of his works, 1906, 
and attributed to him by Lord 
Kames. 

I suspect that there has been 
some misinformation upon this 
point respecting Bishop Taylor, 
or at least, if this story did ever 
close the Discourse, as published 
by the author, it was afterwards 
omitted. I have before me the 
first edition, 4to. 1647, and an 
8vo. 1702, called ** the second 
edition corrected,” which closes 
exactly like the first, nor can I 
find the story in any. part of the 
voluine. 

I have it in another publication, 
“Essays Ecclesiastical and Civil,” 
by that eminent lawyer and poli- 
tician, Bulstrode Whitelock, who 
died m 1676, aged 71. ‘The work 
was published by the author’s son 
in 1706. Whitelock, who often 
refers to the Discourse, quotes at 
p. 105 the concluding pussages, 
as they now appear in the editions 
before me, and adds, “I end 
with a story which I find ju the 
Jews’ books.” I will here tran. 
scribe it, as varying in some cit 
cumstances from Franklin’s para- 
ble, which most of your readers 
must possess, and it may amuse 
them to make a comparison. 

‘* When Abraham sate at his 
tent door, according to his cus. 
tom, waiting to entertain strangers, 
he espied an old man, stoopimg. 
and leaning on his staff, weary 
with age and travels, coming to- 
wards him, who was an hundred 
years of age. He received him 
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kindly, washed his feet, provided 
supper, caused him to sit down ; 
but observing that the old man 
eat and prayed not, nor begged 
for a blessing upon his meat, asked 
him why he did not worship the 
God of heaven, The old man 
told him that he worshipped the 
fire only, and acknowleged no 
other God. At which answer 
Abraham grew so zealously angry, 
that he thrust the old man out of 
his tent, and exposed him to all 
the evils of the night; and an un- 
guarded condition, 

** When the old man was gone 
God called to Abraham, and asked 
him where the stranger was. He 
replied, ‘I thrust him away be- 
cause he did not worship thee.’ 
God answered, [ have suffered 
him these hundred years, although 
he dishonoured me, and couldst 
uot thou endure him one night, 
when he gave thee no trouble? 
Upon this Abraham fetched him 
‘back again and gave him hospita. 
ble entertainment and wise instruc. 
tion."” 

To refer once more to the “ Li. 
berty of Prophesying,” 1 remem. 
ber to have seen, many years 
since, an edition published about 
the middle of the last century, in 
consequence of a bequest made 
for that purpose, in the will of 
an admirer of the work. His 
name, which would deserve re. 
membrance, if mentioned on that 
otcasion, | have forgotten. 

N. LT. 





Remarks on some Positions of Mr. 
Cappe’s. 
Sir, 
In Mr. Cappe’s Discourses on 
the Providence and Government 
of God, I find the following po. 


Remarks on some Positions of Mr, Cappe’s, 

































sitions, to which I have subjoined 
a few reflections; on which any 
of your correspondents’ remarks 
will oblige 
Yours, &c. 
N. D. 

** We deny (says Cappe) that 
any thing takes place contrary to 
the divine will; or that proceeds 
not from his determination,” 

That all movement and suc- 
cessive effect may be the result of 
divine will and determination, we 
mean notto controvert. But that 
all facts, all temporary relations 
of objects and every result thereof; 
every operation of active principle, 
is an object of consideration, and 
jusily ascribed to the direct plea. 
sure and determination of Deity, 
we presume to question, inasmuch 
as there is continual movement 
and issue void of any conceivable 
purpose; together’with many evil 
incidents; facts that cannot be re» 
conciled to divine will, pleasure 
or moral character of causation. 
And therefore, also, we assent not 
to the affirmation that, ‘* What 
ever be at any time the order of 
the world, is precisely what God 
wills itshould be: all things har. 
moniously conspire and work to- 
gether to fulfil his purpose ; every 
operation and effect follows his 
direction and executes his design. 

Astonishing conspiracy . and 
most wonderful harmony we rea- 
dily acknowledge ; but not strictly 
clear, however, of all dissonance, 
mishap and disaster. Therefore, 
that every operation and effect 
nature is positively directed, and 
God's designs perfectly executed; 
that the passing state, oF swoces 
sive order of the world is precisely 
in accord with divine device, pUl- 
pose and pleasure, may-sure “¢ 
reasonably questioned. 

















We do not doubt bat that things 
are systematically ordered the best 

ssible, and that all who are 
capable of happiness will be hap- 
py : But this does nothing toward 
sesolving our doubts about all 
events furthering the ends of cre. 
ation, And we might inquire 
about incapacity and unpropitious 
bearings of objects and temporary 
adversity. Ina word, we scruple 
the authority of affirming that a// 
effect is divine ordination, device, 
purpose and appointment in moral 
acceptation. 
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A Sermon, which led to the 
Preacher’s Expulsion. 


Jan. 1, 1814, 
Sir, 

I am favoured with the privilege 
ef transmitting to you a sermon, 
which was preached in last March, 
at Wem, in Shropshire, and which 
many of your readers will wish to 
see, @s it produced a separation 
of the preacher from the congre- 
gation, after he had faithfully la- 
boured to build them up in our 
boly faith during the space of al- 
most twenty-six years. The same 
sermomhad been preached to them 
‘about six years before, without 
occasioning any sortof murmuring. 
But, then, a large family belonged 
to the society-of liberat sentiments 
who afterwards removed to Ches- 
ter. As soon as they were gone, 
the orthodox sometimes grumbled 
at'what they heard, and said that 
the preacher was like Dr. Priest- 
ley, and did: not believe in Christ. 
.“Dhaugh, therefore, he bad uni- 
‘foray: ctaught the same doctrine 
which: this sermon contains, and 
frequently in much stronger lan- 
guage, they embraced the present 
°pportunity ‘of manifesting their 
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high displeasure, and decided en. 
mity. By a messenger, who 
waited on the minister as. commise 
sioned by the whole audience, 
the morning after he had been 
shewing them that Jesus Christ . 
came into the world to bear wit- 
ness to the truth, he was informed 
that they all had some difficulty 
in overcoming their disposition to 
leave the place, whilst he was 
preaching, that they could not any 
more bear to hear such sermons, 
that they would not attend the 
memorial of the Lord’s supper, 
&c. &c. Inshort, he perceived 
that he could no more be of any 
service to them, that, as Dr. 
Chandler used to say, when mi. 
nisters become old, the people 
forget all their past labours, and 
immediate wants, and are.as tired 
of them as of their old shoes ; he 
therefore gave them notice to pro- 
vide themselves with another mi- 
nister. I make no further remarks 
upon the sermon, except that it 
is less animated than the generality 
of this preacher’s discourses, J 
forward it, however, in his own 
words, without any sort of core 
rection, that it may not be insi- 
nuated that it is not exactly the 
same which-was delivered. 

The text. was, ‘* For this cause 
came I into the world, that -I 
should bear witness to the truth.” 
John xviii, 37. . The serman fol- 
lows : 

‘s Whatis truth, is.a question 
that has been agitated fh the world 
in all ages, and generally to vesy 
little purpose; because, instead 
of seriously inquiring what truth 
was, different parties sought only 
to confirm themselves in former 
senseless prejudiccs, and to op- 


pose, for mere opposition sake, 


every declaration of an adversary. 








534 
Their different passions prompted 
them to stifle their reasuning fa- 
culties, and to vindicate the great- 
est absurdities, when these were 
professed and patronized by the 
ruling powers. Besides, men with 
the most upright intentions are 
fallible creatures, and after the 
most diligent search of which they 
are capable, find many things hid- 
den from them. Nothing then, 
but a light from heaven, can si- 
lence every doubt, and give us a 
sure foundation of confidence and 
joy. But, where such a light is 
displayed to us in all the fulness 
of Majesty, where it is accompa. 


nied with miraculous power, of 


which God only can be the au- 
thor, and when what it reveals to 
us is not only of the greatest im- 
portance, but ts ulso in perfect 
harmony with the clear, unbiassed 
dictates of our own minds, we 
may then be sure that we have the 
truth, and that if we be directed 
by it, we shall be free indeed. As 
the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, 
came into the world according to 
the will of God, as he was proved 
to be the messenger of his grace 
and truth by such works as no 
man could do unless God were 
with him, and by the accomplish. 
ment of his declarations that he 
should rise again from the dead 
the third day after his crucifixion, 
we may rest assured that for this 
cause came lhe into the world, 
that he might bear witness to the 
truth, that he might proclaim to 
man those great truths which he 
received from the Father, and 
establish them by running the race 
that was set before him. And, 
as the gracious communications 
which he has revealed to us, re- 
late to our eternal interests, open 
to our view those pleasures which 
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flow at God’s right hand for ever- 
more, they should above all other 
objects engage our attention; we 
should study them-.and be influ. 
enced by them during the whole 
of our earthly pilgrimage, if we 
would flee from the wrath to come, 
The Lord Jesus was anointed to 
preach good tidings, to seek and 
to save these who were lost, and 
to lead them in the true way to 
everlasting life. ‘The Father bore 
witness to his divine mission, and 
to all his doctrines and precious 
promises, by the most wonderful 
works: and we should therefore 
consider and embrace those divine 
truths which he has delivered to 
us, if we would know what we 
must do to be saved. And to this 
purpose we must examine the New 
Testament, instead of the inven. 
tions of men, if we would be truly 
acquainted with the wisdom from 
above, and manifest our gratitude 
to the God over all blessed for 
ever. Let us consider then the 
grand leading truths which Jesus 
taught, and in defence of which 
he gave himself up even unto 
death, 

And first, as he came to shew 
us the Father, and to banish all 
idol worship out of the world, he 
taught us that there is only One 
living and true God, from ever- 
lasting possessed. of all possible 
perfections, who is every where 
present, accessible to all his hum- 
ble supplicants, and whose tender 
mercies are over all his works. 
He taught us that the hairs of our 
heads are all numbered before 
him, and that he so governs the 
universe which he has made that 
&@ sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without his leave. He taught ¥5 
that this One God and Father '§ 
the only true God, his God as 























well as our God, the fountain of 
all good, who gave him all his 
glory, who taught him all his 
doctrines, who is the only object 
of all religious homage, and the 
only strength of every creature ; 
and before whom he lay prostrate, 
and poured out the most devout 
supplications and thanksgivings. 
He taught us that this Lord our 
God is One Lord, that there is no 
other God with him or besides 
him, that he bimself was his de- 
pendant, his devout worshipper, 
and that he came not to do his 
own will, but wholly delighted to 
do the will of him who sent him. 
His apostles taught us the same 
doctrine, that there is only One 
God the Father of all, the King 
Eternal, Invisible, and the only 


wise God, that he is the God of 


Christ, his Head, his God and 
Father, who raised him from the 
dead, and exalted him to all that 
glory and dominion he possesses. 
According to the doctrme of the 
New Testament, this Almighty 
and everlasting God is not com. 
pounded of different persons, but 
one individual Essence, the Om. 
nipotent Spirit, whom no man 
hath seen or can see, and who is 
without any variableness or shadow 
of turning, The Lord Jesus Christ, 
then, being born and sent into the 
world to bear witness to this truth, 
aad declaring that the acknow. 
ledgment of the Father to be the 
only trae God is life eternal, we 
should be shocked at every devia- 
tion from it: and remembering 
that the true worshippers worship 
‘4 Father only, and dreading the 
(hought of being arraigned as false 
Worshippers, we should not be 
tempted by any motives whatever 
to worship any other being in the 
Universe ; but should reject the 
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bewildering systems of Plato, 
Athanasius, and of all established 
churches, and influenced by divine 
wisdom, should direct our thoughts 
to the fountain of all good, should 
glorify him only as the peerless 
sovereign, rejoice in all his com. 
munications, be thankful for all 
his benefits, and be cheerfully 
obedient to all his commandments, 
If we would strictly follow the 
Lord Jesus, if we would shew any 
regard to a divine revelation, if 
we would be governed by that 
rule of faith which we profess, 
we can worship only the One God 
and Father of all, we can ace 
knowledge no God with him, nor 
ascribe to any other being that 
glory which is due unto his holy 
name. We can give no Ccounte- 
nance to the worship of any other 
beings who are called odds but 
must worship the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ as the 
alone God in heaven above, and 
in the earth beneath. He is our 
only Creator and Sovereign, the 
God of our lives and of all our 
mercies, and is entitled to the 
exclusive and profoundest homage 
of every creature. The wide 
spreading heavens declare to us 
this truth: and the Lord Jesus 
was born and came into the world 
to bear witness of itto men, and 
to lead them by his example to 
do every thing in their power to 
propagate it to all the ends of the 
earth, All the other systems 
which are opposite to this are the 
works of men, and cannot stand 
ihe scrutiny of impartial reason. 
But divine truth is precious and 
can never fail. And whether God 
is to be obeyed rather than man 
judge ye. If we would therefore 
render all due hunour to God, 
embrace his great salvation 
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walk in the light which he hath 
given us, let us daily bend our 
knees before Him the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and delight to do his will, whilst 
we worship him in spirit and in 
truth. . We shall then walk worthy 
of our heavenly vocation, and 
may trust in him at all times as 
our omnipotent Creator and benc- 
factor, who will never leave nor 
forsake us. 

“‘ But, secondly, our Lord came 
to establish this great truth, that 
he was the beloved of the Father 
of mercies, and the messenger 
of his grace to men. He was 
called the Son of God, the Christ 
of God, and the sent of God; ard 
therefore, not God himself. He 
came not to do his own will but 
the will of God, and to instruct 
men in all those doctrines of re- 
pentanee and holiness, which he 
himself declares were not his own 
but what he received from the 
Father. He is accordingly pro. 
claimed, the Mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus. The apostle Peter there- 
fore styles him, a man approved 
of God by many signs and won- 
ders, which were done openly in 
the sight of the world, We are 
also informed, that it was God 
who raised him from the dead, 
that it was God who exalted him 
and gave him ail his glory, and 
that he advanced him to such do- 
minion, that in his name every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue 
shall confess that he is Lord to 
the glory of God the Father, We 
therefore learn, that though he 
was in all things made like unto 
his brethren, yet because he loved 
righteousness and bated iniquity, 
and was holy, harmless, unde. 
filed, and separate from sinners ; 
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that God, even his God, bas 
made him the head and lord over 
all his brethren, and appointed 
him our judge, to divide to each 
his portion on the last day. And 
as he has a fellow feeling for our 
infirmities, and by overcoming the 
world has enabled us also to over. 
come, we should therefore rejoice 
in him as the great captain of our 
salvation, and captivated by that 
immortality which he has brought 
to light; take his yoke upon us 
and learn of him, that we may 
find rest to our souls. We should 
look unto him as our light in 
darkness, our spotless example 
and guide through this earthly 
pilgrimage, and considering him 
who endured such contradiction 
of sinners, that we be not faint 
nor weary in Our minds, but fol- 
low him through all the afflictions 
which can befal us for righteous. 
ness sake, to those mansions of 
unfading bliss which he is gone 
before to prepare for us. And 
thus we should not care what shall 
befal us here so that we finish 
our course with joy. This great 
truth has every accompaniment to 
minister to us the highest cons0- 
lation. We, like lost sheep, were 
all going astray, when it pleased 
the Supreme Father to be in Christ 
Jesus, reconciling the world to 
himself, to call us from darkness 
to light, and from every misery 
to the highest happiness. He 
commissioned him to publish sal- 
vation to all the ends of the earth, 
and to encourage every one who 
will to drink of the waters of life 
freely. .Our blessed Lord es 
‘Come unto me all you who 
bour and are heavy laden, 

will give you refreshment.’ Yur 
peace shall flow as a rivet, 
your righteousness as the wave 
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éf the sea. And, this all cheer. 
ing doctrine is amply confirmed 
by the demonstrable evidence that 
the Father was with Jesus in all 
that he did, and by lis raising 
him from the dead, and by the 
various wonderful gifts of the 
Holy Spirit which were bestowed 
upon the apostles. If we repent 
therefore and be converted our 
sins will be blotted out; and if 
we turn unto God with all the 
heart, and live soberly, righteous- 
ly and godly, we shall win the 
crown of life, ‘This thought is 
sufficient to comfort us in all our 
tribulations, to serve usin a 
uniform Course ofbvell doing, and 
to make us even rejoice, when, 
like our blessed Master, we are 
hated by the world for doing justly, 
loving mercy, and walking hum- 
bly with our God. We should, 
therefore, whatever we’ do, im. 
press this truth upon our hearts, 
thut all the sincere followers of 
Jesus shall live and reign with 
him in his kingdom, and should 
resolve therefore that we shall 
never be found in the number of 
those who loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds 
were evil, 

** But, thirdly, we may learn 
from the New Testament, that 
sin, as well as righteousness, is a 
personal thing. ‘This is one branch 
of that truth to bear witness to 
which the Lord Jesus Christ was 
bern and came into the world. He 
Calls upon us to repent and be 
Converted, and to sin no more, 
Without ever intimating that we 
have any sins to answer for but 
Our own. He never leads us to 
imagine that the righteousness or 
the’ transgressions of others will be 
imputed to us, or that he came 
to satisfy the divine justice by 
VOL, Ix. 2x 
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suffering as a sinner in our stead. 
However, such a doctrine may 
put in its claim as the legitimate 
test of orthodoxy, or be boasted 
of as one of the peculiar articles 
of gospel preaching, it no where 
has the least warrant from either 
Christ or his apestles. On the 
contrary, they direct us to be. 
lieve that every sinner must for. 
sake his sins and become a new 
creature to obtain the inheritance 
of the saints in light. Butno one 
shall have transferred to him the 
righteousness of another, nor have 
the wickedness of another imputed 
to him. ‘The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither 
shall the father bear the iniquity 
of the son. The soul that sin- 
neth shall alone suffer the punish- 
ment of his sin. Such is the jus- 
tice of God, who in all his per 
fections is without any variable. 
ness or shadow of turning. And 
so great is his mercy, that instead 
of requiring the innocent to be a 
substitute for the guilty; that he 
is not even strict to mark ounRewn 
iniquities, but is ready to pardon 
and willing to be gracious, Re- 
pentance is the only satisfaction 
that he demandeth to be recon- 
ciled to the sinner, and if we be. 
come pure, merciful and benevo- 
lent, and delight in all his com- 
mandments to do them, he will 
not only blot out all our trans. 
gressions, but alsu receive us into 
favour and bestow upon us all 
the riches of eternal life. For he 
is the Father of mercies, and he 
so loved the world as to raise up 
the Lord Jesus to offer his great 
salvation to all the ends of the 
earth, And this he did unin 
fluenced by the extra merits or 
prevailing efficacy of any other 
being. He loved us, and revealed 
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to us such abundant riches of his 
grace, for his own mercy sake. 
Of his own will begat he us with 
the word of truth. An apostle 
then might wellinvite us to be. 
hold what manner of love the 
Father has manifested towards us. 
His love to all his returning chil. 
dren is greater than that of any 
earthly parents to their backsliding 
offspring. No other beings can 
be possessed of such love. We 
blaspheme him then when we re- 
present him as implacable in his 
wrath to those who look unto him 
lor forgiveness, and only suppose 
him to be overpowered by the in- 
terposition of a more merciful 
being. The Fountain of all love 
i$ supremely adorable for his won. 
derful love in Christ Jesus, who 
made us fer happiness, who plan- 
ned the whole scheme of our re. 
demption after we had sinned 
against him, who shines upon us 
with the light of his countenance 
whilst we are afar off from him, 
and is ready to hear us before we 
call upon bim, Whatmore can 
any creature wish or desire? We 
dishonour him when we ascribe 
the riches of his grace to the most 
exalted of his messengers, and not 
to his own infinite and unpur- 
chased benevolence. Eternal life 
is his own free gift, fer which no 
equivalent ever was or can be 
paid. Ifthis gift did not volun. 
tarily proceed from him it could 
no where else be found in the 
universe. For He is of one mind, 
and who can turn him? We 
sbould therefore cherish this im- 
portant truth, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is Dot willing that any should pe- 
rish, that if we turn unto him he 
will turn unto us, that we are ac. 
countable only for our own viola. 


tions of his laws, and that if we 
endeavour to know the truth and 
to walk in the light which he has 
given us, we may always comfort 
ourselves with the assurance, that 
none of our labours will be in vain 
in the Lord. 

‘© And hence we should learn, in 
the next place, that the doctrine 
of the whole gospel, to the truth 
of which the Lord Jesus has borne 
witness, leads us to the greatest 
possible acquired holiness, teaches 
us the most sincere repentance, 
and the most zealous attachment 
to every branch of goodness. But 
repentance does not consist in 
using a mere frm of our words 
expressing our abhorrence of the 
sins we have committed, and 
throwing ourselves into the most 
convulsive agitations, whilst we 
still continue as we had been. 
There can be no repentance uns 
less we forsake all our sins, and 
resolve and endeavour to sin no 
more. Our Lord came to purily 
to himself a peculiar people zea. 
lous of good works. It will be in 
vain to call him Lord, unless we 
do the will of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, unless we love and obey 
him, and cultivate devotion and 
praise, forgiveness and mercy, and 
all righteousness, goodness and 
truth. The real penitent does not 
trust toa mere lip service, nor to 
around of ceremonies, nor to a 
foreign righteousness, but cleans 
his hands and purifies his heart, 
and is studious to know, and di- 
ligent to walk in all the com- 
mandments of his Ged. He does 
net hope to be saved by his pre 
fession, or because he belongs '0 
a particular sect, embraces all 
their opinions and passionately 
exclaims against every deviation 
from them. He may call for fire 























from heaven upon every oppunent, 
he may give his body to be burned 
in maintaining the sentiments of 
his party, and go round the world 
to make proselytes, and boast of 
his faith and inward feelings, and 
extraordinary exertions to suppress 
whatever he calls heresy ; but if 
he be not meek and lowly of heart, 
if he be oppressive and unjust, if 
he be filled with wrath and malice 
and envying, if he circulate an 
evil report of his neighbour, and 
do not do to all others as he would 
be treated himself; and if his piety 
be nothing else but clamour and 
grimace, and if he do not mani- 
fest his love of God by the love 
of his fellow creatures who are 
made in his image, he only de. 
ceives himself whilst he claims a 
peculiar interest in his favour, 
The righteous Lord loveth and re- 
wardeth the righteous only, and 
requireth that we turn unto him 
with all the heart, that we grate- 
fully embrace the message of his 
grace, and so make our light to 
shine, that others seeing our good 
works may be likewise taught to 
glorify our heavenly Father. Let 
us not trust in imaginary féelings 
and revelations therefore, nor in 
those rapturous flights which are 
the fruits of ignorance and a Pha- 
risaic pride and frenzy, nor lok 
for miraculous conversions, and 
the interposition of an irresistible 
grace; but if we value the divine 
wisdom, and believe in the testi- 
mony of Jesus, we must, in the 
first place, deny all ungodliness 
and worldly lusts ; and in the next 
Place live soveriy, righteously 
and picusly in the world; we 
must manifest our love of God by 
the keeping of his commandments, 
and the love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ by walking even as he 
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walked ; we must devoutly wor- 
ship the alone Sovereign, and open 
our hearts to all the instructions 
of his word; we must suppress 
all our wrathful, envious, and 
malignant passion ; we must love 
all our fellow creatures, and be 
kind, megeiful and _ forgiving, 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated ;. we must watch and 
pray against temptation; and, 
looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith, must endea- 
vour to have always the same 
mind in us which was also in him, 
to be always doing good and ma- 
king happy, to make the Lord 
our refuge, to praise him for the 
glorious light which he has given 
us into another world, and to be 
making suitable preparations for 
it, by resigning ourselves to the 
divine pleasure in all circumstane 
ces, by fixing our hearts upon the 
inheritance which is before us, 
and adding to our faith fortitude, 
knowledge, temperance, &c.; and 
thus, as the consistent heirs and 
expectants of a blessed immorta- 
lity, securing to ourselves our 
house which is from heaven. This 
is the true way to eternal life, in- 
stead of a confident reliance upon 
the doctrines and commandments 
of men, or a clamorous substitu. 
tion of works of supererogation, 
and our belief in we know not 
what, in the room of that righ- 
teousness which the gospel en- 
forces upon us as essentially rem 
quisite to the divine favour. 

But we must also consider, that 
the Lord Jesus came into the 
world to confirm to us this im- 
portant truth, that we are only 
pilgrims and sojourners here who 
jook forward to a durable habita- 
tion in the heavens; that we must 
copy his example to inherit those 
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mansions which he is gone to 
prepare for us, and that it is our 
own fault if we refuse the blessed- 
ness to which we are called. These 
particulars, however, must be the 
subjects of our future meditations. 

“Inthe mean time, we may learn 
from what has been said, first, 
that there are many doctrines 
abroad in the world, and em- 
braced by whole churches and 
nations, which are in direct oppo- 
sition to the truth as it is in Jesus. 
The New Testament teaches, that 
though there be many that are 
called Gods, yet that there is only 
One God the Father, who is above 
all, and through all, and in us 
all. This is the doctrine of the 
Lord Jesus, and of all his apostles. 
And this has been indubitably 
confirmed to us by many signs 
and wonders, all of which car- 
ried with them the manifest seal 
of heaven. When men therefore 
speak of more Gods, and repre. 
sent them as co-ordinate with the 
God of Christ, and the One God 
and Father of all, we must deny 
their doctrine if we value the re- 
velation we have received, and 
would pay any regard to divine 
truth. The Bible is the founda. 
tion of our religion, which pro. 
Claims the Almighty Father to be 
the only true God. And we dis. 
honour this glorious Being when 
we worship men instead of God, 
or submit to bave an authority in 
preference to the wisdom from 
above, We should therefore, with 
the Lord Jesus himself, worship 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and give all glory to 
him as the alone Sovereign of 
heaven and earth, and the God of 
our salvation, 

= Secondly, we should cohégider 
the Lord Jesus as the minister of 
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his grace and mercy, and rejoice 
in him as the well beloved of the 
Father, and wur sure guide to prace 
and happiness. And as he did 
nothing of bimselt, but received 
all his doctrines from the Father, 
and had them all confirmed by 
demonstrable evidence, we should 
embrace all his instructions -as 
the communications of divine 
truth, and be led by ‘them in the 
true way to eternal I:fe. Thus 
honouring him, we shall most ef. 
fectually honour the Father who 
sent him, and whatever treatment 
we meet with in the world shall 
be perpetually surrounded with 
the divine favour and loving kind. 
ness, and shall be finally accepted 
and rewarded as the conspicuous 
children of the light. 

“6 Thirdly, Though we cannot 
hope to besaved by the righteous. 
ness of another imputed to us, or 
by a satisfaction paid to divine 
justice for the sins we have Cone 
tracted ; yet we have every reason 
to joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For ne is the Fa. 
ther of mercies, the most merc 
ful Being in the universe, and the 
possessor of all power as well as 
of the most unspeakable mercy, 
and his throne ot grace 1s ever 
accessible to every returning pelle 
tent. He sent his Son into the 
world to reconcile us to himself: 
and though our sins have been of 
the deepest dye, i we tarns holly 
unto him, cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well, he will recewe 
us graciously, and blot out all 
our involuntary weuknesses and 
infirmities. If we only sincerely” 
desire to know the trath, afd he 
deavour to hve according -to the 
light which is given us, this 1s all 
that will be required, to have all 
our past trespasses buried in ob- 




















































livion, And hence we have every 
consolation, that peace which the 
world cannot give, and should be 
filled with gratitude, adoration, 
and praise, whenever we think on 
the wondrous love of the God of 
all love to his backsliding off. 
spring. 

“ And therefore, we should learn 
inthe dase place, to cast away 
from us all our transgressions and 
sin no more. ‘The least that we 
can do in return for the greatest 
mercies 1s to flee from shame and 
sorrow and Corrupiion by keeping 
the conmandments of God. We 
should withdraw ourselves there- 
fore trom all iniquity, and not 
allow ourselves to offend in thought 
or word, or deed. We should 
put away from us all pride and 
hypocrisy, and all strife, wrath, 
andenvying, and cultivate humi- 
lity, sincerity, and a forgiving, 
benevolent, and generous spirit ; 
and be always growing in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, not 
doing our own wills, nor follow. 
ing our own pleasure, but con- 
forming ourselves to the divine 
image, purilying ourselves as those 
who stand in the presence of in. 
finite purity, and not caring for 
the world, but always laying up 
for ourselves treasures in the hea- 
vens, those treasures that can never 
fail. Thus shall we in our mea. 
Sure and degree bear witness to 
the truth; and when Christ our 
Lord shall appear, according to 
the: will of God, for the salvation 
Of all bis followers, we also shall 
&ppear with them in glory.’ 

L remain, Sir, affectionately, 


A constant reader, 
A, M. 
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Inquiries concerning the Book of 


Wisdom, 
St. Albans, March 16, 1814, 


Sir, 

Sceing an intimation the other 
day of additional scriptures having 
been lately discover d, i) renewed 
a wish I have often felt to kaow 
more of the authorities of some 
parts of those contained in our 
present Bible. I believe I cannot 
do better than refer myself to you, 
Mr. Editor, on the subject; and 
1 have no doubt some of your 
studious and sensible correspon- 
d-nts can oblige me with interest- 
ing information on the Conjectue 
ral or actual positive evidence re- 
specting the Apocryphal book of 
‘© Wisdom.”—In a sermon I lately 
preached to draw the attention of 
my congregation to the subject, 
it was observed, we must certainly 
regret the defect of outward evi- 
dence with respect to its author ; 
but its zvterna/ evidence is suffi. 
ciently striking to attract atten. 
tion toit. ‘There is in the ** Wis. 
dom” a peculiarity and an excel. 
lence of style and sentiment claim 
ing the notice alike of the scholar, 
the man of taste, the philosopher, 
the divine and moralist. That 
this book is improperly called the 
‘© Wisdom of Solomon,” will be 
immediately obvious in its dissie 
milarity from the torm and cha. 
racter of those ** Proverbs,’ of 
which he is the undisputed au- 
thor. And though there is a stri- 
king passage or two of accom- 
modation to the character and 
acts of Solomon in this Apoctys 
phal book; its general style and 
cast of thought lead us obviously 
to the conclusion, that the writer's 
era was much less ancient than 
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Solomon’s: and of a date which 
admitted a knowledge of the Chris. 
tian dispensation; unless we at- 
tribute to the author an eminence 
of the prophetic character which 
would cause us to wonder sull 
more at our present ignorance of 
him. To renew the curiosity of 
your readers towards the book, I 
would quote a portion of it; 
though it must be done very de- 
fectively not to trespass immode. 
rately on your pages and patience, 
The five first verses of the third 
chapter I used as a text; ** But 
the souls of the righteous are in 
the hand of God, and there shall 
no torment touch them, In the 
sight of the unwise they seemed 
to die; and their departure is 
taken for misery, and their going 
from us to be utter destruction ; 
but they arein peace. For though 
they be punished in the sight of 
men, yet is their hope full of im. 
mortakity; and having been a 
little chastised, they shall be greatly 
rewarded ; for God proved them, 
and found them worthy of him. 
self.” The 2d, 4th, and 5th 
chapters have many great beau. 
ties in them; and so directa re. 
ference to the character and his- 
tory of Jesus Christ, that the most 
careless reader cannot avoid the 
applicauen. Other chapters ex- 
hibit a beauty of figurative Jan. 
guage and poctical imagery that 
will well repay your readers’ at- 
tention to them ; And in perusing 
them they may almost imagine 
a modern Compusition before them 
by some mind «f the finest order 
of wit and intelligence; it is 
Christianity in the cress of philo. 
Sophy aud scholastic learning ;— 
it echves the voice of the gospel 
in that lovely appellauon which 
the latver so pre-colinentiy ascribes 
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to God the Father; and in vajy 
will the keenest orthodoxy search 
the book for a vestige of that 
monkish absurdity or nursery tale, 
the Trinity. Your readers who 
venerate the important doctrine 
of the divine unity, will rise from 
the study of the ** Wisdom” with 
purer and deeper convictions of 
that doctrine 5 and may have their 
wonder increased that any could 
miss it, aud take up a notion of 
the Deity which really falsifies 
the whole of the Jewish scriptures, 
and our Saviour’s pretensions also, 
by making a considerable part of 
what he taught downright non- 
sense. Your readers, Mr. Editor 
may see something exceeding cu- 
rious on the ** Wisdom’ in the 
Monthly Magazine for October, 
1803 ;—and if they do not join 
the learned writer in his startling 
inference that Jesus Christ wrote 
the ‘* Wisdom ;” they will be 
obliged to me for referring them 
to the most singular morsel of 
learning that ever issued from the 
schools, 

Who was the translator of the 
*© Wisdom ??? And what the date 
of the translation? Are there 
Hebrew copies of it; and of what 
authority? 

What do learned rabbies of the 
present time know about it? Had 
the Jews no copy of the book be- 
fore our Saviour’s time? 

Perhaps, Mr. Editor, these 
queries, which sufficiently tell my 
own ignorance, may provoke some 
interesting communications from 
your more knowing correspond- 
ents, who will, by stitch commu 
nications, oblige, I have nodoubt, 
others besides 

Your respectful reader, 

W. MARSHALL. 
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To the Rev. R. Wright, 


To the Rev. R. Wright .— On 
Future Punishment. 


Hackney, May 15, 1814. 


SiR, 

On the first perusal of your 
letter there appeared to me no. 
thing to repel mine, or to esta. 
blish your own opinion; but I 
determined to give it a more Care. 
ful and deliberate second reading, 
which, so far from producing on 
my mind that, effect which Dr. 
Estlin expected the second read. 
ing of his letter on the same sub. 
ject would produce on the mind 
of Dr. Toulmin (Vol, IX. p. 21), 
completely convinced me that you 
had not disproved one of the pas- 
sages [ referred to, or established 
your own hypothesis, by a single 
proof, 

I will now take leave to reply 
to your arguments in order. In 
your first paragraph you endea- 
vour to change the meaning which 
l applied to the words, destruc. 
tion, death, &c. by saying that 
“forms of expression equally 
strong are applied to the Jews in 
the Old Testament,” and you ask 
whether I suppose endless loss of 
being to be meant, and conclude 
by enquiring ‘* why it should be 
thought wrong to compare the 
New Testament with the Old on 
this more than on any other sub. 
ject.” I will tell you why! be. 
Cause it is impossible the same 
€xpressions Could be meant by the 
sacred writers to convey the 
same meaning, or could be under. 
stood by the Jew and the Chris- 
tian in the same sense. In the 
revelation of the will of God to 
the Jews by Moses, there is no 
Where to be found, that I can dis- 
Cover, any communication of a 
‘uture state (whatever belief was 





















































on Future Punishment. 345 
entertained by the Pharisees was 
probably derived from the obscure 
tradition of their beathen neigh- 
bours): The promises and threate 
enings of God to the Jews under 
the old covenant were all tempo- 
ral; that as a nation, or individu- 
als, if they were obedient to bis 
commandments they should ene 
joy length of days and all other 
prosperity; if they were disobee 
dient they should be afflicted with 
various calamities, and when dew 
struction was added, it could not 
be understood by a Jew as any 
thing but an untimely death. But 
under the new covenant by Jesus 
Christ, the foundation of which 
is a resurrection from the dead 
and a future state of rewards and 
punishments, the words life and 
death, utter destruction, &c. could 
not be understood by the Christian 
but as referring to that future 
state, as he knows all alike, the 
righteous as well as the wicked, 
must undergo temporal death : the 
meaning of these expressions must 
under the two different covenants 
be different: therefore on this 
subject the expressions cannot be 
compared the one to explain the 
other. 

In the same paragraph you 
say I have informed the reader 
that whenever the words Eternal 
and Everlasting are used by me 
in that letter, they are intended 
to mean endless; and you add, 
your saying this alters not their 
true meaning!” ‘This observation 
surprised me a good deal, and to 
say the best of it, was uncalled 
for: the simple fact was, as [ 
trust the reader will observe, that 
being aware the terms Everlasting 
and Eternal are used in different 
passages of scripture in @ limited 
as well as an unlimited sense, I 
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put that note to prevent any doubt, 
that wherever [ used them in that 
letter I intended them in their 
unlimited sense to mean endless. 
In your next paragraph you cavil 
at my second preliminary obser- 
vation as needless, but the pro. 
pricty of it is shewn in more than 
one passage of your letter. But 
you say [ have mistaken your 
Meaning, in that important pas- 
sage where in your pamphlet you 
state * it is oi no Consequence to 
our leading argument in how li- 
teral a sense the words punish. 
ment, perdition, destruction, 
death, are applied to future pu- 
nishment.” [have this moment 
read this passage again with all 
the attention of which I am ca- 
pable, and declare it still conveys 
to my mind the same meaning | 
annexed to it; but you endeavour 
to do away my construction of it 
by an explanation ; in which you 
say, unless it can be proved that 
this death, destruction, &c, will 
be endless ‘‘a restoration MAY 
take place ;” but where, my dear 
Sir, do you find this new doctrine 
of such a restoration in the scrip. 
tures? 

That immortality and endless 
life will be the portion of the 
righteous (before I read your let- 
ter) I did think ** all were willing 
to agree ?”? but you surprise me 
when you say you are not con. 
vinced ** that immortality will be 
their reward,” because there must 
be degrees in their reward, and then 
ask if there can be degrees in im- 
mortality. You then desire me 
to explain the degrees in the pu- 
nishment of the wicked. As Ido 
not pretend to be wise above what 
ts written, I can only reply, | 
cannot explain; f do not feel my- 
self so bold as the friends of Uni- 
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versal Restitution, and therefore 
cannot form an hypothesis, or 
frame a plan for the divine 20. 
vernment, as they do, by the 
standard of which to try the jus. 
tice of the Almighty: all that I 
know is the plain declaration of 
scripture, that every one will be 
judged and rewarded, or punished 
acccording to his work-, those that 
have done good with immortality 
and endless happiness, and those 
that have dine evil with loss of 
life—utter destruction, death, 
Confiding in the power, wisdom, 
goodness, and justice of God, be. 
lieving in his threatenings, and 
resting satisfied with his promises 
as revealed in the scriptures, | 
place a firm reliance, that he who 
sees the end from the beginning, 
and who by his omniscience knows 
the character of each, will do 
what is right and best to all; though 
I know not, because it is not re. 
vealed, exactly how, or where, or 
when! That there is figurative 
language used both in the rewards 
of the righteous and punishment 
of the wicked, I am ready to al- 
low, and particularly in the Apo- 
calypse ; but I contend that there 
is so much plain and literal lan- 
guage on this subject by which 
to explain the figurative, that! 
cannot mistake or misunderstand 
its meaning. noe 
In humbly attempting to vindi- 
cate the Divine Justice against 
the charge of Univeralists, from 
observations on the works ol creBe 
tion,«I ventured to state that di- 
versity of privilege appeared (0 
be one of its important laws, 
that diversity was visible 1 the 
different species; which I 10s 
trated in the vegetable by the " 
in the animal species by m#”, 
great object for which the analogy 



















































was drawn, stating, that whether 
his life was short or long the Dei. 
ty had afforded him a large ba- 
lance of happiness and enjoyment, 
and although his existence should 
not extend beyond the present 
life, God could not be chargeable 
with injustice, because the life 
and enjoyment he had bestowed 
on him was a free gift. Your 
observation on this passage I read 
with much concern, You say 
** I compare human beings to 
oaks and acorns, and reason as if 
the preservation or the destruc- 
tion of the one was of no more es- 
timation with the Almighty than 
the other,” and tell me ** the Lord 
esteemed the preservation of the 
Ninevites more than the preserva- 
tion of Jonah’s gourd ;’’ the jus- 
tice or propriety of this animad- 
version I leave to the candour of 
our readers to determine. 

In the passage with which I 
concluded my former letter, ‘‘ the 
wages of sin is death,” &c. I 
used the addition of eternal death, 
at which you triumph, and tell 
meit is unscriptural, and seem to 
defy my justification of it. That 
the phrase contrasted with eternal 
life is not to be found in the same 
passage of scripture 1 admit; but 
will you allow me to ask you in 
what other sense a Christian can 
understand it, as he cannot under- 
Stand it of temporal death: if then 
Mapply to the future second death, 
unless you can prove to us some- 
thing about that restoration in the 
Pleasing delusion; of which you 
seem 40 have indulged your ima- 
gination—in what other sense cao 
it be understood by a Christian 
than eterna), endless? 

Having now replied to. your 
Snimadversions on my letter, | 
will offer a few sentiments more 
YOu, Ix, 2° 


To the Rev. R. Wright, 
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upon the general subject, Had 
it not been for the process im my 
own mind I should now Le puzaled 
to account how any Christian 
could have embraced the belief of 
Universal Restitution, which stands 
so unsupported by any direct evi- 
dence trom the New Testament 3 
but educated as I was in the creeds 
of the orthodox religion, and ha. 
ving a confused notion of the doce 
trine of eternal torments, which, 
whenever it came into my mind, 
I was glad to get rid of as svon 
as I could, by turning my thoughts 
from the subject; when I first 
heard of universal salvation so 
much more pleasing to the mind 
as well as more honourable tothe 
divine character than eternal tor. 
ments, with shame I confess ity [ 
embraced it as a pleasing philo- 
sophy, without examinmg the 
scriptures ; continuing some years 
in this belief, I was at length, from 
various circumstances, roused, to 
a resolute determination to search 
the New Testament tor the evi. 
dence on which it rested ; when 
to my astonishinent, I found no 
one passage in which it was de 
clared, but abundant evidence for 
that which I am now defending : 
And now, my dear Sir, persuaded 
of your sincere love of truth, and 
knowing the ardent zeal and ine 
defatigable labour with which you 
have endeavoured to disseminate 
and inculcate it upon others ; you 
will, I hope, excuse me. whem I 
say, l ardently wish it wee: pose 
sible you could so tar divest your 
mind of all previous prepossess10ns, 
as to come afresh to the, inquiry, 
and would go carefully through 
the New. Testament with attention. 
to this subject, and this,onbyse 
cannat then help persuading say- 
self you would rise. from se.iP- 
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wstigation a convert to the doc- 
twine, that the punishment of the 
wicked is eternal death. 

The doctrine of life and immor- 
tality being promised to the righ 
teous, and death being denounced 
against the wicked (as | observed in 
my former letter), there is no doc. 
trine that I know more plainly 
declared, or oftener inculated in 
the New Testament; in examining 
the evidence I have counted above 
one hundred passages, where ei- 
ther Life is promised exclusively 
to the nghteous, death threatened 
exclusively to the wicked, or life 
and death contrasted in the same 
passage as the reward of the one 
and the punishment of the other ; 
and how a Christian who, examin- 
ing the New Testament for this 
doctrine (and knowing all must 
undergo temporal death), with 
this mass of evidence can doubt 
of the meaning of the word death 
as any thing else than the total ex. 
finction of being, and endeavour 
io explain away the word as figu- 
rative, and then adopt a notion of 
a future state of severe chastise. 
nent and discipline, at the end of 
which the wicked are to be ad- 
mitted to immortality and endless 
happiness, not only without one 
single plain text to support it, but 
in direct oppesition to so many 
others, is difficult to understand ! 

You acknowledge in your 
pamphlet that there is no direct 
evidence in the New Testament in 
favour of your doctrine, but that 
it is to be made out by general 
deduction and inference; did this 
very acknowledgement never strike 
your mind with doubt about the 
probability of its being the truth ? 
for on a doctrine of this impor. 
tance it does strike mine most 
strongly! Genfessing there is no 
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direct evidence in its favour, car 
you believe that of one million of 
general readers of the New Tes. 
tament without any previous bias 
on their minds in favour of this 
doctrine, one of them would dis. 
cover the notion of Universal Res- 
titution? J should think not! 
Being persuaded that it can only 
be made out in the same way that 
some of the orthodox doctrines 
are by sitting down with a strong 
prejudice on the mind in favour 
of some particular opinion, and 
then torturing texts to bear on 
the subject, although in reality 
they should not have the least 
connexion with it. 

To conclude, the question be- 
tween us appears to me to lie 
within a very narrow compass: 
you have, I think, agreed with 
me that the New Testament is the 
standard to which we must both 
appeal for the justification of our 
opinions, and it must be for our 
readers, not ourselves, to deter- 
mine which is best justified by 
that standard; you who do net 
bring forward one passege to jus- 
tify your opinion, but build upon 
general inferences and deductions, 
or [ who have produced or referred 
to a great number of plain 
direct passages to support my ale 
gument: with a few of these I 
shall conclude ;—Jesussaith, Luke 
ix, 24, 25, “ For whosoever shall 
save his live shall lose it, but whee 
soever will lose his life for ™Y 
sake the same shall save it ; for 
what is a mam advantaged if he 
gain the whole world and lose 
himself, or be cast away.” (Se 
Dr. Sam. Clarke’s paraphrase 8 
these two verses.) Romans vi- 29: 
“+ Por the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eterna! life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord: 











viii. 13, ** If ye live after the flesh 
ye shall die; but if ye through 
the spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body ye shall live.”” 2 Thes. 
i. 9, ** Whoshall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power.” 

If I have any where expressed 
myself in strong language against 
your hypothesis, I beg you not-to 
mistake it as meant personally to 
yourself, for whom I entertain very 
high respect, and will beg you to 
believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely, 
J. S. 

P.S. I would not be thought 
inattentive to the letter of Bereus, 
in the same Number of the Re- 
pository,, though he has said so 
little on the subject, that i can 
scarcely discover his object in 
writing: there are two remarks I 
must notice, If an observation be 
important or useful it is of little 
consequence from what source it 
be derived ; but I can assure Be- 
reus, the analogy I drew from the 
works of creation was neither de- 
rived from Bp. Butler nor Dr. 
Price, 

I cannot help thinking the last 
passage in Bereus’s letter more 
extraordinary than he could pos. 
sibly think mine :—he says, ‘* he 
considers his opinion as laying a 
peculiar restraint on vice,” &c. 
now I| really did say no such thing 
—what I said was, ** that from 
observation I feared the belief of 
Universal Restoration had a prac- 
tical tendency to lessen the re- 
straintsto vice.” I could not have 
said my apinion had a peculiar 
tendency to restrain vice, well 
knowing that the doctrine of eter- 
nal sleep did not restrain the atro- 
cites committed in the French 
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revolution, to which I suppose he 
alludes, and even that the proe 
fessed belief of eternal torments 
has not, been sufficient to restraig 
men from as great atrocities in 
other periods of history, even of 
the Christian church. 

And now, Mr. Editor, being 
afraid, by the length of this let- 
ter, I have trespassed in occupy- 
ing too much of your valuable 
room, the only apology [I can 
offer is, that I intend it to be my 
laston this subject. Satisfied that 
I have said all that I can of im- 
poriance, and persuaded that my 
opponentscannot bring forward any 
thing new, I have only to thank 
you for your indulgence. 

N. B. There is a typographical 
error in my former letter, page 
642, 2d col. after acorn—omit 
the words from that. 

Hackney, May 15, 1814. 

2nd. P.S. My reply to Mr. 
Wright’s letter on Universal Res- 
toration, was sent to you in March, 
but as itis not yet published I 
will beg you to insert the following 
observations on his letter (p. 228) 
hy way of postscript to mine ; 
as Mr. Wright wishes much to 
hear what can be said in way of 
reply to these questions of his 
sensible though unlearned friend, 
which he seems to think so for- 
midable. ‘The Ist question is— 
‘© Did God ever design the hap- 
piness of all men? Did he intend 
their happiness when he made 
them, or when he sent Jesus 
Christ to be the Saviour of the 
world?” It is manifest from the 
frame, appetites and passions of 
man, that all men were intended 
and made te enjoy a large ba- 
lance of pleasurable sensations and 
happiness, and when be sent Jesus 
Christ to be the Saviour of the 
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world, and to declare his will to 
men, it was that the nghteous, 
and the lohteous only, should ob- 
tain ultimately, immortality and 
everlasting happiness. Question 
the 2d—** If all be not made ul- 
timately happy is it because God 
hath changed bis mod,’ &c.? 
Before this question can be pro- 
perly asked, it is necessary to 
shew where it is to be found that 
God ever promised to make all 
men, wicked as well as righteous, 
ultimately happy. The 3rd and 
4th questions depending on the 
two first are fully replied to in 
those. Had not Mr. Wright's 
mind been exercised at this time, 
as he tells us, about endless pu 

nishment, I should have been at 
a loss to conceive how these quese 
tions could have puzzled him, 
But the tallacy of these questions, 
and all the arguments used by 
Universalists, rests upon a funda. 
mental error; God in the works 
of nature, and the revelation of 
his will to men, has manifested 
and declared the plan of his di. 
vine government; but the defend. 
ers of Universal Rest.ration, with- 
oul any warrant or evidence from 
either, have set up a scheme of 
their own, by which they endea. 
vour to support their opinion, 
which can justly be considered in 
no other light than an imaginary 
philosophical speculation, 
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promised in Scripture. 


June 7, 1814, 
Sir, 


While your learned correspond. 
ems are Controve rting the solemn 
and important doctrines, of ende 
less destruction and universal 
restorauom, may a plain man be 





permitted to give his opinion, in 
your useful Repository ? After 
carelully examining their commu. 
nications, and maturely consider. 
ing the sabject, T think the final 
resturation of all men is perfectly 
agreeable to the express words of 
scripture, that it is difficult to 
shew what language more to the 
purpose could have been used, 
supposing this doctrine intended 
to be expressed, thar ts found in 
several passages ; and that, cone 
sequently, it is not quite correct 
to say it is built on mere inferene 
tial reasoning. 

God’s promise to Abram, Gen, 
xii. 3, ** In thee shall afl families 
of the earth be blessed :’’ renewed 
to him, Gen, xxii. 10. * In thy 
seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed :’? and repeated 
to Isaac, Gen, xxvi. 4, and to 
Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14. “In 
thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed :” 
as quoted by the apostle Peter, 
Acts iii. 25, “In thy seed shall 
all the kindreds of the earth be 
blessed :”” must receive, what ape 
pears to me, a forced and unnae 
tural interpretation, to prevent 
the impartial reader, who has no 
hypothesis to serve, from undef~ 
standing the words as a positive 
promise that God will, sooner oF 
later, make the whole human race 
happy ; and to restrict the bles 
sedness spoken of to a part of man- 
kind, 

What language more proper t 
describe all mankind could have 
been used, than * all the nations, 
all the jamilies, all the kindreds 
of the earth??? If God designed 
to express his intention of blessing 
the whole human race, could he 
use language more to the purpos¢, 
or that would more completely 














comprehend the whole? Had 
merely the expression, al/ nations, 
been used, some might have ar. 
ued that was too vague, and ex. 
tended the promised blessedness 
only to some part ofall nations ; 
but all the families, is more par. 
ticular and definite ; and all ktn- 
dreds is most comprehensive, it 
must include the whole ; for there 
can be no individuals of the hu. 
man race who are not compre. 
hended in **all the kindreds of 
the earth.”? Whatever the bles- 
sedness intends, it must, accord. 
ing to the natural import of the 
words, become universal, before 
the divine promise is completely 
fulfilled. 

At the time when the promise 
was first given to Abram, the in- 
habitants of Sodom, Gomorrah, 
and the cities of the plain, were 
nations or families of the earth, 
They were all cut off, without 
being blessed according to the 
promise, under any view of it. 
What vast multitudes of the kin. 
dreds of the earth have died with- 
out even hearing of Christ, the 
seed of Abram, to whom the pro- 
mise relates, Gal. iii. 16, ‘* In 
whom ail are to be blessed ;” con- 
sequently without participating, 
under any view, in the blessedness 
promised! If God hath no bles. 
sings to communicate, through 
the seed of Abram, in a future 
state, to those who have not been 
blessed in him in the present life, 
in whatever state they died, how 
is the promise, in its full latitude, 
ver to be completely fulfilled ? 

__ The apostle hath shewn, Acts, 
iti. 26, how men are to be blessed 
according to the ancient promise 
which he quoted; namely, ‘* by 
being turned every one from his 
sniquities,”” In this way, accord- 
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ing to his promise to Abram, as 
the apostle understood it, God 
will bless all the kindreds of the 
earth ; but if all the kindreds of 
the earth be turned from their 
iniquities, so considerable a part 
of them as have died in their sins 
will not eternally remain in their 
sins, and under their dread{ul 
effects, nor endlessly perish in 
their sins: consequently, I can- 
not see how the divine promise 
to Abram, according to the strict 
letter of it, can be completely 
fulfilled, without admitting that 
all men will be restored to purity; 
and if to purity surely to life and 
happiness. 

In the above passages God is 
represented as speaking positively, 
and rests not the accomplishment 
of his promise on any fluctuating 
or uncertain cause: and we know 
he is faithful, be hath said, ** My 
counsel shall stand; I will do all 
my pleasure :’”? in the promise he 
saith, not may be, but * shall be 
blessed.” 

Probably, some of your readers 
may think I take the words of the 
divine promise, in the passages 
quoted, too strictly and literally ; 
but I wish to be informed, why 
the divine threatenings, and the 
passages which relate to future 
punishment, are te have the full- 
est latitude given them, and to be 
rigidly explained according to the 
letter; if the divine promises are 
not to have the same full latitude 
of meaning given to them, and 
God's declarations of mercy and 
grace are not also to be explained 
according to the strict letter of 
them? Is there any thing in the 
divine character and perfections 
to limit the meaning of the latter 
more than the former? I conceive 
the contrary to be the fact. A 



































destructionist cannot find a more 
positive threatening of destruc- 
tion to any of the wicked, than 
the words of Jehovah to Abram 
contain posilive promise of bles- 
sedness to all the kindreds of the 
earth. I remain, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


A RUSTIC. 


Dr. Estlin, in Reply to Mr. Mar- 
som, on Future Punishment, 
Bristol, June 11, 1814. 
SiR, 

The letter in your Repository 
for February last, containing 
strictures on some Discourses on 
Future Punishment, which, after 
having delivered them to a liberal 
and an affectionate congregation, 
{1 had ventured to submit to the 
world, and to which, two letters 
have since been added, occasioned 
in me considerable emotions of 
surprise, as I had been informed, 
from authority which I had no 
reason to question, that Mr. Mar. 
som, on re.considering the sub- 
ject, bad embraced the doctrine 
of Universal Restitution. As this 
appears not to have been the case, 
for the sake of the further dis- 
cussion of the subject I am glad 
that these letters have been pub- 
lished, although having the great- 
est dislike possible to controversy 
when it degenerates into persone 
ality, and having reason to believe 
that the business will be taken up 
by others, I should have been glad 
to retire from the combat, spec. 
tatus satis ct jam rude donatus. 
Much indeed needs not be said 
by me with reference to Mr. 
Marsom, as disagreeing in our 
Opinions on the perfections of God, 
and on the meaning, and mode 
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of application of texts of scrip. 
ture, we seem to bave no common 
principles from which to reason, 
or to which to refer, 

On Mr. Marsom’s account | 
sincerely wish that the information 
whieh I received respecting his 
change of opinion had been cor. 
rect, as in consequence ef this 
different view of the design, con. 
duct and end of the Divine Ad. 
ministration, the remainder of his 
life, which J apprehend has been 
chequered like my own, would 
have been much more serene and 
comfortable ; and that event which 
is so near to him and myself, and 
which, with his view of the scenes 
beyond it, must be contemplated 
with horror, would then have been 
contemplated with satisfaction and 
even with joy. I can truly assure 
him that I feel no sentiments of 
ill will towards him. Had the 
subject been less momentous, | 
should have read his letters, un. 
founded as most of his assertions 
and all his censures appear to me, 
with asmile. I believe we have 
never met, and itis probable that 
we shall never meet in this world. 
Regarding death, however, as no 
sensible loss of existence, I trust 
we shall shortly meet in that world, 
where those feelings which arethe 
effect of human imperfection cease 
to operate; and that we shall 
there meet as friends. Having 
heard him spoken of as a man ol 
sterling integrity, which I most 
readily assent to, although dis 
seliting so widely from him in opt 
nion, | am sorry that | am com- 
pelled by every motive which can 
influence the man and the Chris 
tian, to inflict upon his feelings ® 
temporary wound. A physician 
of the mind I should be vain © 






































be accounted, but I cannot help 
turning away from both bodily 
and mental cperations. 

The subject before us Sir, is 
the most awful possible. It is no 
jess than the character of the 
great Governor of the Universe ; 
the character of those laws by 
which he governs his rational crea- 
tures; and the everlasting state 
of, by far, the greater part of the 
buman race. I confess, on this 
tremendous subject,—in the con- 
templation of which, every devout 
and benevolent feeling ought to be 
at its full stretch, and the whole 
sonl clothed with humility,—a 
fippancy of manner, an appear. 
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subject of a more minute investi. 
gation. 

The passages alluded to are 
those in Matt. xxv. 46, and 
2 Thess. i. 9, which I shall give 
both in our translation and in the 
original, ‘* dnd these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment.” 
Kai adreAsvoovras ovros slg xOAGe 
civ awviov: and ** who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruc- 
tron from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power.” 
O'irives Olnyy rivouriv FAsSpov 
Gi wyiov and movcwmov Tou xupiou 
ual amo ris dokns THs Voyvos ave 
voy. Your correspondent says, in 
page 226, ** The passages there- 


ance of selfscomplacency derived fore, jointly and separately shew 


from @ presumption of managing 
with adroitness the weapons of 
controversy,—-above all, a more 
than acquiescence in the supposed 
consequences—one the everlasting 
misery, the other the misery and 
actual burning of myriads of be. 
ings raised from that state to which 
they are again to be reduced solely 
for this purpose—have agitated 
me beyond conception when I have 
been reading the works of writers 
in favour both of the doctrine of 
the “ eternity of bell torments,” 

and of that of * annihilation.” 
The latter of these two systems, 
which is opposed to that of Uni- 
versal Restitution, ‘and which is 
Supported with so much zeal by 
your correspondent, is grounded 
on two texts of scripture which 
were particularly considered in 
mydiscourses, but which, on ac- 
count of the objections which have 
cen made to the statement there 
given, and for the information of 
your readers who may not have 
80 opportunity of examining it for 
ves, must be made the 


that the punishment of the wicked 
will be destruction by fire, and 
that that destruction will be evere 
lasting.” 

I have been accused, Sir, of 
confidence. It is the subject of 
my daily prayers. Under the vi- 
cissitades and disappointments of 
life L pray for confidence in the 
divine perfections as, the founda. 
tion of religious hope and joy. 
This is the only confidence which 
I have expressed, and 1 bless God 
that he has granted it to me. f will 
rejoice in the Lord, T will joy in 
the God of my salvation. 

If a confidence in my own skill 
in languages and ‘ logic had led 
me from the words before me to 
infer the doctrine before me, and 
to express myself in very strong 
terms against the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Restitution, and in terms 
of asperity against the advocates 
for it, TF should, in my cooler 
moments, have becn led to doubt 
whether this confidence was built 
on @ proper foundation, — 

To speak plainly, the scheme 
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just mentioned, as I conceive, di- 
vests God of all his moral perfec. 
fiers and places at~ the heaa of 
the unrverse an omnipotent malig. 
nant principle. Lam certain that 
your corresponds nt does not see 
it in this light, but T think an 
Atheist would avail himself ot Ais 
illustration. An unbehever in 
Christianity needs ask for nothing 
more; for on this bypothesis alt 
the evils of life put together are 
trifling in comparison with those 
produced by the gospel. If all 
munkind ** would have been an. 
nibilated, would have returned to 
that dist whence they were taken, 
without any prospect of a recovery 
if Christ had not lived and died ;” 
why did he live and die? and why 
were not the myriads who were 
in @ state of death suffered to con. 
tinue in that state? Is it not said 
be died for ali men? 

I have neither time nor inchi- 
nation to follow your correspond- 
entin a labyrinth in which we 
should find neither ourselves nor 
our subject, I shall therefore only 
just observe on the system, of 
which he is so strenuous an advo. 
cate, that it appears to. me that 
the attempt to prove it from rea. 
son and scripture is a gross abuse 
of both reason and scripture, and 
that, as in these circumstances 
must have been the case, he bas, 
in every instance in which he bas 
attempted it, failed in the attenpt. 

To persons who have clear ideas 
of the divine pertections, | doubt 
not that it will be evident that 
the quotations which are made 
from my Discourses contain a suf. 
ficient answer to the strictures 
which are designed as an answer 
to those Discourses; and I trust 
that a careful perusal of the whole 
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work will clear me from every 
aspersion which the viwlence of 
Mr. Marsom has out 
against me. 

If 1 had only heard that a per. 
son who had any knowledge of 
the Greek language, or of the 
structure of language in general 
had made the following assertions, 
which I find in the 226th page of 
your Repository, | should not 
have credited the report. “ To 
prove that xoAacig means correce 
uonno evidence whatever bas been 
adduced,’”’ ** To turn adjectives 
in one language into substantives 
in another appears to me to be a 
perversion and not a translation 
of the words.” 

Must | then have the trouble 
of transcribing from Lexicons? If 
so let us go to the source al once. 
We will begin with Parkhurst. 
* KOAAZQ from the Hebrew 
n> to restrain. This deriva 
tion is confirmed by observing that 
the Greek. xoAxZw is sometimes 
applied by th: profane writers in 
the sense of restraining or re 
pressing.” 

Dr. ‘Taylor, in bis lfebrew Con. 
cordance, thus,explains the pri» 
mitive word NBS “ claudere, w- 
cludere, cohibere, prohibere, coer= 
cere, continere. ‘Tv confine, Tee 
strain, keep back, refratny hin 
der.’”’” Schrevelius explains ™% 
Aalw by both the words punio ang 
CASTIGO (to punish and to CHAS 
TISE) and gives a quotation i 
which it is used ‘+ to check the 
violence of hurses in a charwt.’ 
Hedericus explains it by the same 
words, adding f/reno, and fem 
pero, ut vinum aqua infuswm, (10 
curb, to alloy, as wine by a mae 
ture of water). Scapula, to these 
senses, addsa@ passage from The 
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phrastus, in which it is applied to Ao/aszs at all in this connexion 


the pruning of trees. Constantine 
adds erudio (to instruct), and 
quod nimiumest reprimere (to keep 
within bounds —or to restrain what 
is excessive); and of xoAacis he 
says, “ proprte dtcitur punitio 
guedam, hoc est CASTIGATIO ac 
cohbiteo quedaum appetitionis nou 
autem ultro et vindicta (tt ts pro- 
perly called a certain kind of pu- 
nishment, that is CHASTISEMENTs 
and a certain restraint of impeti 
ous desire, but, BY NO MEANS 
VENGEANCE’’), and Schleusner 
confirms these explanations. Aris- 
totle de Rhet. Lib. I. Cape x. 
Sect. 4, has this passage: Aud 
Suusy Ce nal doyyy, TE TimwonTina’® 
Oiagvecses Je TIUWOIL KAb KOAATIS 
Hey Yao KoAacis TOU WaTyoV- 
TOS EvVEKa ESiW' y% DE TimwoIn, TOU 
Tuowros, Iya anomdnowSq. I 
Wish bere to inform your English 
readers that the two words by 
which punishment is generally 
expressed in Greek are Timoria 
and Kolasis, that there are, no 
doubt, instances in which they 
are used promiscuously, but that 
10 general their sense is distinctiy 
Preserved ,—that Aristotle in bis 
Ethics sometimes uses them both, 
hot as synonymous, but as ex- 
Pressive of different ideas, and 
that in the passage now under 
Consideration, he thus explains 
their difference: ‘ Evil inflicted 
Jrom PASSION and ANGER re- 
ceives the appellation of TIMORIA. 
There is this difference between 
the two words Kolusis (which 
Is the word used in Matt, xxv. 
46) ts evil wiflwted for tne sake 
of the person whe suffers it; and 
Timorta is evil infilscted for the 
snke of the person who inflicts it, 
and for his own gratification.” 
The introduction of the word 
VOL, 1x, QZ 


opposed to fwyy (life) and with 
the same adjective, is perfectly 
inexplicable on the hypothesis we 


have been considering. But the 
adjective aiwyios is never used 


TOS 


with the word Gavaros (death), not 
even where itis said, ** the gilt of 
God is eternal life.” In oppost= 
tion to this, it is said the ** wages 
of sin is pearH.’ I would jyst 
observe here, that Mr. Wakefield 
is allalong speaking of future pue 
nishment which he likewise calls 
chastisement, and that he never 
presumes that God acts upon one 
principle as a Judge, and upon 
another as a Father, a distinction 
which appears to me similar to 
that which supposes that our Sa- 
viour as Man did not know the 
time of the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, although as God be certainly 
possessed this knowledge. This 
distinction seems to be forbidden 
by our Lord when he says, ‘* the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment to the 
Son.”’ 

‘To the charge of ‘* turning ad~ 
jectives in one language into sub 
stantives inanother,”’ every (rans 
lator must plead guilty. I was 
going in a sentence above to write 
synonemes for SyNunytnous ; and 
if this letter should ever be trans- 
lated into French I shall not ob- 
ject to the alteration. I suppose 
the power of attraction would be 
as well understood as the attrac- 
tive power. I find in two places 
in the New Testament mp0 xpovws 
diwviwy which I have never yet 
seen translated before the everlast- 
ing times, rendered by a substan- 
tive, ** before the world began," 
2 Tim, i. 9. Tit. 1,2; and the 
substantive rendered by an ade 
jective rw de Bacings Tw Givuw, 
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‘€ now tothe Kingeterna/,”’ 1 ‘Tim. 
be Bas With respect however to this 
word, soincalculably important, I 
cannot but express a wish that Mr. 
Marsom's rule were adopted— that 
when an adjective it were always 
rendered by an adjective, and when 
a substantive by a substantive ;— 
that the word eternal were appro- 
priated to the ever blessed God, 
everlasting to the future life and 
happiness of the righteous, and 
/asting to other subjects ; and that 
the substantive when it means an 
age or ages were invariably exe 
pressed by this word. 

With respect to the passage in 
2 Thess, I apprehend it will be 
universally allowed from the very 
common use of the word and the 
verb trom which it is derived that 
the substantive 6A F o¢ signifies 
slaughter, loss, ruin and destruc- 
tion, and death. A beltever in 
the burning of myriads of human 
beings, re-created solely for this 
purpose, andin their previous mi- 
sery, must be at a loss to conceive 
why 6avarcs was not used in this 
place, and why the words were 
added ** from the presence of the 
Lord and the glory of his power ;” 
or Ats glorious power, which the 
paucity of adjectives in the He- 
brew language, of which this is an 
imitations shews is the meaning. 
When this isexplained of the kings 


dom of Christ, or the kingdom of 


heaven, all difficulties vanish at 
once, and the clearest light is 
thrown upon the subject, This 
is probably the ruin or destruction 
here alluded to, and as this loss 
is irremediable—as it never can 
be made up, but will leave the 
unhappy subject of it through 
endless ages in a state inferior to 
that in which he would have been 
placed if he had obeyed the laws 


of God, it will be /iterally ane 
truly everlasting punishment, ever. 
lasting loss, rum or destru: fion 

As I am accused, in a manner 
so inconsistent with candour, of 
assertion without proof (such a 
minuteness of detail as this letter 
exhibits would have exhausted the 
patience of my hearers as | fear 
it will now of your readers) | 
would just observe, that previously 
to the delivery of the discourses 
on Universal Restitution, | had, 
at irregular intervals, delivered a 
set of sermons on all the divine 
attributes, ‘The principal senti. 
ments of these are incorporated 
in two Volumes of Lectures on 
Moral Philosophy, which I have 
left fur publication after my de- 
cease. I likewise, during the 
course of these discourses, preacli 
ed a sermon on the future happi- 
ness of the righteous, in the ex. 
clusion from which I consider a 
great part of the punishment o! 
the wicked to consist. There are 
likewise two sermons on this sub- 
ject in a volume which I pub- 
lished some years ago. 1 might 
allude to some of these, but the 
text God is love is a suflicient 
foundation for all I asserted. At 
is possible 1 may trouble you with 
another letter, which will close 
my reply to Mr. Marsom’s Suic- 
tures, Iam, Sir, ; 

Your constant reader and ad- 
mirer, 


J. P. ESTLIN. 


e------ 


A Protest against the Marriage 
Ceremony. 
London, Kingsland Road. 
SIR, 
I transmit for insertion in your 
Repository the following protes' 
against the marriage ceremony 








































A Protest against the 


which I delivered at the altar into 
the hands of the officiating minis. 
ter, previous to his commencing 
the solemnities and form prescribed 
by the Rubric; it is scarcely ne. 
cessary to inform your readers that 
the minister has no discretionary 
power whatever to refuse marriage, 
where the partiesare eligible there. 
to, and that he dare not make any 
exceptions that are not specified 
in the marriage act. Aware of this 
my minister performed the cere- 
mony to so wicked a heretic as 
your humble servant, with as good 
a grace as possible, and even 
wished me every happiness that 
marriage could confer, It was 
my intention, in the event of being 
refused marriage, to have com. 
menced legal proceedings against 
the minister, for depriving me of 
a civil right against the express 
provisions and letter of the law; 
but for this, indeed, asI had an. 
ticipated, there is now no occa. 
sion. I mention it only that Uni- 
tarians may feel themselves secure 
should they be disposed to give 
that sort of testimony against an 
absurd worship, which was prompt- 
ed on my part by the deepest con. 
sideration of the subject, the 
warmest respect for the rights of 
conscience, and a firm determi- 
nation te support them to the full 
extent of the means in my power, 
I cannot believe but the example 
have given, if followed by Uni- 
tarians in general, would become 
a strong ground for legislative re- 
lief, beyond all question devoutly 
to be wished by the friends and 
supporters of religion, founded on 
evidence and not on authority: 
at the same time [ shall be happy 
to hear the strictures and opinions 
of any of your correspondents on 


Marriage Ceremony. 
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a line of conduct which I am 
aware may strike other minds dil- 
ferently from my own, 
Yours, Xe. 
W. COATES. 

To Mr. commonly called 
the Rev. Mr. 

The undetsigned, being Unitarian 
Dissenters,present to you thefollow- 
ing protest against the marriage ce- 
remony, to which according to the 
law of the land they are compelled 
to subscribe. They disclaim all 
intention of acting disrespectfully 
either to the legislature or to its 
civil officer before whom they 
stand ; they lament that they are 
placed in so unnatural a situation 
as that even forbearance to what 
they consider as established error, 
would be a formal recantation of 
opinions which they have received 
upon conviction, and which they 
will only renounce on similar 
grounds. 

Against the marriage ceremony 
then they can but must solemnly 
protest, 

Because, It makes marriage a 
religious instead of a civil act. 

Because, As Christians and 
Protestant Dissenters it is impos- 
sible we can allow of the interfe- 
rence of any human institation 
with matters which concern our 
faith and consciences. 

Because, as knowing nothing 
of a priesthood in Christianity, 
the submission to a ceremony per. 
formed by a person * in holy or- 
ders, or pretended holy orders,” 
is painful and humiliating to our 
feelings. 

Because, As servants of Jesus 
we worship the ONE LIVING AND 
rrue Gop, his God and our God, 
his Father and our Father, and 
disbelieve and abominate the doce 
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trine of the ‘Triniry, in whose 
name the marriage ceremony 1S 
performed, 


SIGNED» 
Wau. COATES, 
MARY ANN THOMPSON, 
Members of the church of God, 
known by the name of * Free- 
thinking Christians.” 
London, June 10, 1814. 


The Rev. C. Wellbeloved’s Bible. 


fAn English Bible accomoda- 
ted to the present Improved state 
of sacred literature has long been 
a desideratum: we therefore hail 
the promise of such a work from 
so truly respectable a scholar as 
Mr. Wellbeloved, and from such 
Able associates as has 1 in bis 
power to join with him in the de. 
Wishing to promote this 
laborious and important under. 
taking, we are happy to incorpo- 
rate the following Prospectus of 
it in the body of our work, and 
doubt not that it will have its 
proper effect upon our readers, 

Ep } 

Scarcely any feature of the pre. 
sent times Is more extraordinary, 
certainly no one is more pleasing 
than the extensive and cordial 
union of persons of every religious 
denomination for the purpose of 
diffusing through all the world the 
scriptures of divine truth. The 
great design of this association ot 
all classes of Christians, and the 
Various subordinate benefits arising 
out of ity will ever justly claim 
the most strenuous exertions of 
those who Ore destrous of promo. 
ting the best interests of mankind. 
To obtain and to secure the co. 
Operation of persons, in many 


he 


sign. 
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points of doctrine so widely sepae 
rated from each other, it is ne. 
cessary that no change should be 
introduced into the authorised ver. 
sions, nor ahy note or comment 
added to the text. 

Yet whilst, for reasons which it 
is needless here to state, this must 
be allowed, it must be also ac. 
knowledged that the best existing 
versions require improvement and 
the aid of explanatory notes, in 
order that they who read the Bie 
ble may derive from it all the in. 
struction itis capable of affording, 
‘Phe authorized English version 1s 
not to be excepted. Considering 
the times and circumstances in 
which that version was at first 
made, and successively corrected, 
its general accuracy 1s a subject 
of admiration ; and where the ori- 
ginal is truly expressed, the sime 
plicity and melody of the language 
are above all praise. But the 
state of that text of the original 
which our translators, even inthe 
days of James [., were compelled 
to use, and the imperfect know. 
ledge of the oriental languages 
which had then been acquired, 
were insuperable obstacles to the 
attainment of that degree of per- 
fection which, in so important a 
work, is to be desired. ‘The dise 
covery and Collation of many an. 
cient manuscripts both of the or. 
ginal text and of the earliest ver- 
sions ; the more general cultiva- 
tion of the Eastern languages ; 
the large increase of the apparatus 
of Biblical Criticism ; the improv- 
ed knowledge of the geography, 
naiural history, manners and cus 
toms of the East; and the many 
valuable transiations of different 
books of scripture which have been 
recently published, supply the 






































means of correcting the errors into 
which the early English transla. 
tors have fallen, and of imparting 
to our present version the various 
improvements which its most ju- 
dicious admirers acknowledge to 
be wanting. 

But if it were not so, if the ver. 
sioh HOW Ib COMMON Use were 
periect as it could be made, yetin 
a work orginally composed by so 
many authors, in such peculiar 
circumstances, in such distant re. 
gions of the world, and in times 
of such remote antiquity there 
must be many things utterly anin. 
telligible to common English read- 
ers; many things arising from the 
idioms which a faithful version 
Must in some degree preserve, 
from the habits of mind which the 
writers had necessarily formed, 
from the religious and political 
relations Which they held, and 
irom the opinions, manners and 
usages with which they were fa. 
miliar, that require explanation : 
~and if that explanation be not 
given, the Bible, even in a faultless 
Version, must be to the majority 
of those who read it, and in many 
passages of no little moment, ** a 
book that is sealed.” 

Yet further; supposing a per- 
fect commentary added to a per. 
fect translation, so that all persons 
of ordinary capacities were ena. 
bled to read the scriptures in their 
own tongue with understanding, 
somything more would appear de- 
sirable. The Bible should not 
only be read with understanding, 
it should be made conducive to 
the improvement of the heart, and 
to the kuowledge and the practice 
Othe great duties of life; and 
although an attentive reader Cane 
Hot fail to derive even from a faulty 
Version of the Scriptures much vas 
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luable information, and the most 
powertul incitements and aids to 
tle attainment of true piety and 
virtue, yet many will even require 
assistance to enable ‘hem to de. 
duce from what they rad the 
pl nest lessons of wisdom ; and 
from a great number of passages 
much interesting and important 
instruction may be derived by 
those whe are accustomed lo search 
for it, which to the generality of 
readers would scarerly app: ar. 
Upon these principles it has 
been determined to submit ta the 
public, and particularly to that 
part of it which cannot receive 
with satisfaction those views of 
scripture doctrine that pervade the 
Notes and Comments of almost 
all the editions of the Bible hi. 
therto published, a proposal of 
another edition for the use beth 
of families and of individuals,— 
an edition which shall contain a 
version of the scriptures more Core 
rect than that in common use, 
and which shall furnish persons 
of ordinary powers and attention 
with the means of understanding 
what they read, of forming Une 
biassed opinions concerning the 
great subjects of faith, and of 
deriving from the acknowledged 
rule of life the lessons of piety and 
virtue which it is designed to cone 
vey. 
[he basis of this edition will be 
the authorized English version, to 
which the Editor is determined to 
adhere as closely as shall be cone 
sistent with his giving @ faithful 
and intelligible representation of 
the original. No changes wall be 
introduced but such as the present 
amended state of the original text, 
or the errors and obscurities of 
the public version shall absolutely 


require. 
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In the corrections which may 
be made in the text of the Old 
Testament much must be left to 
the Editor’s judgment, as the col. 
lations of Kennicott and De Rossi 
have not yet been employed in 
forming an improved edition of 
the Hebrew 6criptures, In the 
version of the New Testament lie 
will feel himself justified in ad- 
hering closely to the text of Gries. 
bach’s last edition, wherever his 
variations from the received text 
make any change in the meaning ; 
and in respect both of the Old 
and New Testament the Editor 
will studiously avail himself of 
the valuable translations in his 
own, or in other languages, so 
far as he is able, and of all works 
of Biblical Criticism to which he 
can gain access, 

The design of the Notes being 
to render the Scriptures intelligi- 
ble to English readers, they will 
be chiefly Explanatory, generally 
adapted to family as well as pri- 
vate reading. A few Philologi- 
cal Notes may be necessary, to 
be printed, perhaps, at the end 
of cach book ; but the greater part 
of the notes will consist of familiar 
illustrations of terms and phrases, 
and of references to opinions, 
events, customs and manners, with 
which the generality of readers 
must be supposed to be unac. 
quaiuted. It may not be possible 
altogether to avoid such as may 
be called doctrinal ; yet the con- 
siant aim of the Editor will be, 
not te recomme nd a system, but 
to assist the serious enquirer after 
truth to deduce his own conclu- 
sions, by plicing before him a 
fair and intelliyible version of the 
Scriptures which alone it is his 
duty to follow, 


To render this edition useful for 
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family reading, it 1s intended to 
divide the New Testament, and 
such portions of the Old as are 
suited to that purpose, into sec. 
tions of a convenient length, and 
to subjoin to them such reflections 
of a devotional ‘and practical na- 
ture as may be naturally suggested. 
To such parts as may not be fitted 
for family reading short explana- 
tory or critical notes will be added 
for the use of the private reader. 
As the great object of this un. 
dertaking is general utility, it will 
be of little importance that all the 
notes and reflections should be 
original. The value of the work 
will, it is thought, be enhanced in 
proportion as the learning and 
piety of the most able translators, 
critics and annotators can be em- 
bodied in it. The Editor will 
spare no pains to give it this value. 
The public will now be in pos. 
session of the leading principles 
upon which the proposed work 
is to be conducted. Other things 
conducive to the perfection of the 
whole are in contemplation, and 
might here be enumerated ; but 
the Editor fears he may have al- 
ready promised more than he may 
be thought able to perform. | No 
one indeed can be more sensible 
than he is of the extent and diffi. 
culty of the task he has underta- 
ken,—a task on which he would 
not venture but with the hope of 
contributing something towards 
the elucidation of a book which 
he prizes above all other books, 
—of rendering it more useful to 
those who are now disposed to 
read it,—and of recommending 1 
to the attention of those who are 
deterred trom the serious and re 
gular perusal of it by the difficul- 
ties it contains. Yet even these 
views would not have justified him 








in entering upon a work of such 
high responsibility and extent, had 
he not been promised, .particu- 
larly in the New Testament, the 
able assistance of several learned 
and excellent friends, whose bames 
he hopes hereafter to lay before 
the public. He earnestly solicits 
the aid of all to whom the plan of 
this work shall be acceptable, and 
who wish to promote the great 
objects which it is designed to ac. 
complish. 

This Work will be handsomely 
printed in medium quarto, on fine 
Paper, with a new and beautiful 
Type, elucidated by Maps, Plans, 
&e. and for the convenience of 
purchasers, will be published in 
Parts, price 10s, 6d. and in Num- 
bers, 1s. each, until the whole be 
completed, which will not extend 
beyond Three Volumes, 

The price will be advanced to 
Nen-Subscribers. 

A few copies will be struck off 
on superfine royal, hot-pressed 
Paper, at 15s. each Part. 

Itis requested that such persons 
as may be desirous of encouraging 
this work, will send ‘their names 
immediately to the Rev. C. Well- 
beloved, York, or to Mr. David 
Eaton, Bookseller, High Holborn, 
London, as nothing can be done 
till it is known that the great ex- 
pense necessarily attending such 
4 publication will be defrayed. 

Persons residing in the country 
may forward their names to Lon- 
don through the medium of any 
Bookseller in their neighbourhood. 

Although it 1s stated above, that 
the work will not extend beyond 
three 4to Volumes, yet many 
inquiries having been made as to 
its probable expense, the pub- 
lisher can only reply, that as 
much will depend on the length 


Gleanings, 


juris prudentia. 
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of the notes he cannot speak pre. 
cisely, but he supposes the whole 
may be comprised in Twelve Parts. 





GLEANINGS; OR, SELECTIONS 
AND REFLECTIONS MADE IN 
A COURSE OF GENERAL READ= 
ING, 


No, CLXXIV. 
Best Profession. 


Erasmus recommends the study 
of physic as the best profession 
to secure a man from poverty, 

«© Adversus inopiam certissimum 
presidium est ars medicandi, 
qua longissime abest a necessitate 
mendicandi, Huic proxima est 
Plurimos alit et 
grammatica, sedalit tantum : que 
complectitur et poeticen, et, nunc 
sunt tempora, rhetoricen,”’ 

Op. T. V. c. 661. 

Of the ars theologica (is the 
comment of his biographer, Dr. 
Jortin,) he saith nothing ; and we 
also will say nothing. 





No. CLXXV. 


A witty Courtier’s Reproof to an 
idle King. 

‘© Thomas Kiiligrew was Page 
of Honour to Charles J, and Groom 
of the Bedchamber to Charles 
II. From his long exile witb the 
king he had contracted a kind of 
familiarity which the lustre that 
was thrown round the prince upon 
his Restoration was not sufficient 
to check. : 

‘* Killigrew went one day into 
the King’s apartment, dressed like 
a pilgrim, bent upon a long jour- 
ney. The king, being surprized 
at this extraordinary frolic, asked 
him the meaning of it, and to 
what distant country he was go~ 









































360 
ing; to which Killigrew bluntly 
answered, ‘ The country I seek, 
may it please your Majesty, is 
Hell? * And what do you do 
there?’ replies the king. ‘* To 
bring up Oliver Cromwell from 
thence,’ returned the wag, * to 
take care of the English affairs, 
for his successor takes none.” 
Cibber’s Lives, ii. 12. 





No. CLX XVI. 
Angel of the Seven Churches. 


The author of ‘* The Critical 
History of England,” 1726, quotes 
Bishop Burnet against Pluralities, 
as *‘ a corruption of so crying and 
scandalous a nature, that when. 
ever it is practised it is sufficient 
to possess the people against the 
church that is guilty of it.” The 
critical historian adds, ‘* Yet what 
is more common than to have in. 
cumbents hold two or three bene- 
fices at a time? Nay, I have 
heard of one, and that a very or- 
dinary one too, who held so many 
as to procure him the ironical 
title of the Amgel of the Seven 
Churches.” 





—_— 


No. CLX XVII, 
Animal Life. 

A Platonic Christian Divine, 
H. More, has the following strange 
descripuon (Discourses, 1692, 
pp. '87, ‘'88,) of the last of the 
three natures in man, — 

** That life which resides in the 
body, and is but a shadow of the 
soul; the darkened cave of evil 
delusions, falsehood and deccit ; 
a den of all serpentine natures, 


false spectrums, magical allure. 
ments, thick mists, benumbin 


vapours, execrable whisperings, 
vain terrour, false delight, be. 





Gleanings. 


witching apparitions, fair flitting 
phantasms, decrivable suggestions, 
besotuung attractions. Here's that 
damned cell, where those three 
grand iinpostors and conspirators 
against the soul, plot their frau. 
dulent mischiefs; the flesh, the 
world, the devil : or rather, here 
is a world of devils in this life of 
the flesh, where the prince of 
darkness rules:—A world whose 
bottom is the depth of unfaith. 
fulness, its foundation is laid in 
hell; a hell whose fense is pitchy 
clouds and thick darkness ; whose 
treasure is corruption ; inhabitants 
vanity and shadowes; wisdom, 
senselessness ; prudence, precipi. 
tancy; simplicity of heart, inex. 
tricable labyrinths of deceit and 
hypocyisie ; constancy or steddi. 
ness, a vertiginous circuit of glow. 
ing phrensie and gross madness.— 
He that looks down, tndangers 
his sight, indangers being carryed 
away with this rapid course and 
hurrying flux of tumultuous mo- 
tions: it’s enough to turn his 
brain, to change his understand. 
ing, to bereave him of his right 
senses,” 








No, CLX XVIII. 
A French Truster. 


Our Catholic neighbours had a 
grand caiterer and dry nurse of 
the Church long before nurse 
Trusler undertook to rear the Eng- 
lish Protestant Clergy. D’Alem- 
bert gives the following account I 
his Eulogy of Flechier (A‘k.n’s 
Trans, ii. 2.): 

ve Young Flechier was brought 
up by his uncle, father Hercules 
Audifiet, superior general of the 


& Christian doctrine. The eloquence 


of this doctrinary, then 


or y 
renowned and singularly 


ertile, 











was always ready to succour those 
of his contemporary bishops and 
rectors, who justly regarded 
preaching as one of their duties, 
but whose zeal God had _ not 
crowned with equalabilities. They 
requested from Hercules Audifret 
the favour of a few sermons, which 
they delivered with hesitation, and 
which their ungrateful flocks used 
to call the /abours of Hercules.” 


No, CLXXIX. 
Warburtonian Lecture. 


Bp. Warburton has left a salary 
fora preacher (says Dr. Milner, 
the Catholic Bishop,) to prove 
every year at Lincoln’s Inn Cha. 
pel, that the Pope is Antichrist ; 
who, if he should succeed, would 
prove at the same time, that the 
Bishop himself had borrowed his 
orders, his liturgy, and his Chris- 
lianity, from this chief agent of 
Satan. 


No. CLXXX. 
Laconic Female Epistle. 


The following letter was written 
bythe lady Anne, widow of the 
Earls of Dorset and Pembroke 
(the life of the former of whom 
She wrote), and heiress of the 
gteat house of Clifford Cumber. 
land, from which, among many 
noble reversions, she enjoyed the 
borough of Appleby. Sir Joseph 

iNiamson, secretary of state to 
Charles the Second, wrote to name 
®candidate to her for that bo. 
rough: the brave countess, with 
all the spirit of her ancestors, and 


With all ihe eloquence of indepen- 
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dent Greece, returned this laconic 
answer, 

I have been bullied by an usur- 
per, I have been neglected by a 
court, but I will not be dictated 
to by a subject ; your man sha’n't 
stand, 

Anvye, Dorset, Pemproxe, 


and MonTGOMERY. 
(The World. No. XIV.) 





No, CLXXXI. 
Protestant Persecution. 


Warburton (Discourses on 
Church Authority,) describes the 
infirmities of the first reformers in 
the most animated language. “The 
spirit of persecution (says he) has 
a marvellous malignity in its na- 
ture: so that when every other 
iniquity of papal power had now 
been detected and expelled, this 
still stuck behind. There is scarce 
a material error in the Church of 
Rome, which doth not sooth or 
cherish some of our corrupt pase 
sions and prejudices, But perse. 
cution flatters them all. It flat. 
ters our spiritual pride, the vanity 
of superior knowledge and a purer 
faith. It confirms our bigotry, 
the mistaken zeal for the honour 
of God and hely church; and it 
supports our ambition, the itch 
for mastery and misrule. Were 
it not for so powerful a bias, this 
iniquity which had most embitter- 
ed the thraldom of our first ree 
formers, and kept them longest in 
their chains, must on their first 
deliverance have been immediately 
detected and marked out for exe- 
cration.”’ 










France. 


[We copy the following verses from 
the Cambridge Intelligencer, a news. 
paper published by Mr, B. Flower, du- 
ring the war of the French Revolution, 
but which has been so long disconti- 
nued that the extract will be new to 
most of our readers. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to add that the verses were 
written on Buonaparte’s usurping kingly 

































































power. Ep.]} 
CaNst THOU, who burst with proud 
disdain, 
Each high wrought link in slavery’s 
chain; 
Cans't thou, who cleans'd, with noble 
rage, 








The Augean filth of many an age’ 
Cans't thou, whose mighty vengeance 
hurl'¢, 
Destruction on thy foes—the world, 
Yet bade the infuriate slaughter cease, 
When vanquish’d despots whin’d for 
peace, 
Cans't thou, O Francr, from heights 
like these descend, 
And with each nerve unbrac'd to Buo* 
naparte bend ! 






























































Was it for thisthy warriors rose, 
And paraliz’d vast hordes of foes ; 
For this al! prodigal of life, 
They rush'd amid the bellowing strife, 
And like the desart's burning breath, 
Where'’er they rushd they scatter'd 
death ; 
For this, with many a gaping wound, 
Thy daring sons have strew’d the 
ground, 
And git with smoking gore and hills of 
slain, 
Have gloried in their cause and spurn'd 
the oppressor’s chain ! 










































































When Britain join'd the unjust 
array, 
And her proud navy plough’d the s 
Wes it for this Seneath ie wave, = 
Thy seamen found a wat'ry grave ; 
For this, when all around was wreck 
And mingled horrors stain'd the deck, 
When slowly settling towards their 


te, 









































White the broad banners way'd clate, 
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POETRY. 





fas it for this they “ 








wwe la nation” 


cried, 


Scorn'd the submissive act, and felt the 


o’erwhelming tide. 


Was it for this the sorrowing sire, 
Has seen his bleeding boy expire, 
For this the matron, sa‘ and pale, 
Has told her son's disastrous tale, 
For this the widow olt has prest, 
With tears the nursling to her breast; 
Was it, to lift the ambitious sou! 

O/ one, above the law’s ceniroul, 


That thus dire war left millions to de. 


plore, 


And the broad earth and seas were 


ting’d with human gore. 


No!—Fearless France shall ne'er 
be found, 

Like the huge brute on India’s ground, 

That thro’ the ranks impetuous 
sweeps, 

And loads the field with mangled 
heaps, 

But yet, each scene of carnage oer, 

Obeys that goad he felt before : 

No !—Fearless. France shall still 
maintain 

Those rights, which millions died to 
gain 


And soon, though laurel wreaths her 


chains adorn, 


Shall show a grovelling world that 


chains are still her scorn ! 


Oh France! thine energetic soul 

Will never brook unjust. controul, 

Will never crouch to. slavery’s load, 

Nor bear the oppressor’s iron goad. 

Not France, who bade her mo- 
narch fall, 

Will ne’er before this Idol crawl ! 

Will ne’er recc ive with abject awe 

A m.rtial despot's will as law : 


No !—Banish fear, ye friends of human 


FRANcEtoa —— arm unites a tow- 


ering m 


He who o’erwhelms his country’s fee, 

Yet lays his Country's freedom low, 

Must fear, though girt with guards 
and state, 

From each bold arm the stroke of 


fate; 








Obituary.— Mrs. B. Bowles, 






3638 


And THOU, usurping warrior, THOU! Then o’er his powers shall PRINCIPLE 


To whom the weak, the: timid bow, 
Thou sPLENDID CURSE, whose 
actions prove, 
That states may be undone by love, 
Thou foe to man, upheld by martial 
breath, 
Thy march is on a mine, thy every 
dream is death. 


And when this meteor’s baleful rays, 

Are lost in freedom’s ardent blaze, 

Yes, when indignant Frawnce shall 
rise, 

Her form all nerve, all fire her eyes, 

And scorning e’en the buyonct’s sway, 

Shall sweep this impious scourge 


away, 
Then with degraded mien no more 
Shall man bis fellow man adore ; 


preside, 
And the bright starof Trutu shal! 
prove his polar guide. 
EDWARD RusnuTon, 


Liverpool, 


Impromptu. 


On seeing atransparency representing 
the Emperor Alexander assisting to 
recover a Polish peasant apparently 
drowned. 

Audi alieram partem, 
Imperial generosity ' how pleasant ! 
Poland enslav'd, and sav’d one Polish 
peasant. 
PLAIN-TRUTH,. 








OBITUARY. 





Mrs. B. Bowles. 

On Friday, the 22nd of April, 
died Bennet Bow.es, the wife 
of H. R. Bowles, of Yarmouth, 
in the county of Norfolk : she was 
the daughter of Mr. W. Cunning- 
ton, Builder, Hammersmith ; at 
an early period of life, having con- 
siderable talents for the stage, she 
embraced that profession, and at 
the age of twenty was mariied to 
Mr. Aickin, son of Mr, F. Aick. 
if, formerly of Covent Garden, 
aad manager of the Liverpool 
Theatre, by whom after a short 
and athappy union she was left 
& widow with one daughter at the 
age of 23, She pursued the thea- 
trical profession with considerable 
reputation in the provincial thea- 
tres ot Weymouth, Exeter, York, 
and Liverpool; and in the year 
1805 she engaged with the Nor- 
wich company, where she soon 

@ great jayourite with the 


public. Here she renewed ao ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Bowles, then 
the acting manager of that theatre, 
to whom she was united in Fe- 
bruary, 1806. Qn an increase 
of family Mr. and Mrs. Bowles 
determined to relinquish the pro- 
fession they were engaged in for 
one where they might be more 
usefully employed, and have more 
opportunities of attending to the 
education of their children. They 
opened a boarding school for young 
gentlemen in 1810, at Yarmouth, 
where their success was equal to 
their warmest expectations, In 
1811, Mr. Bowles, who had long 
considered and consulted with his 
friends on the propriety of such a 
step, complied with the request 
of the trustees of the Presbyterian 
meeting at Filby, near Yarmouth, 
aod undertook the ministerial du- 
tiesatthat place. This eventgave 
great pleasure to Mrs, Bowles, 
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who had long wisbed to see her 
husband so employed, and to 
whose advice and judicious re. 
marks he is greatly indebted. Not 
long after this, she was attacked 
by a malignant disease, which 
gradually undermined her consti- 
tution and put an end to her ex- 
istence in the 41st year of her 
age. 

ler understanding was excel- 
lent : the powers of her mind had 
not been well cultivated in early 
life, but she supplied the defi- 
ciency by an ardent desire for in- 
formation, a strict attention which 
suffered nothing to pass without 
observation, and an unwearied 
application which could be de. 
terred by no difficulties in the pur- 
suit of what she wished to acquire. 
Not a moment of her life was un- 
employed: she was always ac- 
tively engaged either in her do. 
mesuc duties, or in some useful 
pursuit... As a mother she was 
exemplary, and never suffered her 
own ease or indulgence to stand 
in Competition with the good of 
her children; her greatest plea- 
sure lay in promoting their im- 
provement, and contributing to- 
wards their present and lasting 
wellare, As a wile, he who has 
felt her loss can best appreciate 
her value. But surely warm af. 
fection producing a perfect union 
of pursuits, hopes and wishes, 
fidelity which neither prosperity 
nor adversity could shake, good 
sense, which in all difficulties 
mnade the husband certain of find- 
ang his most faithful friend and 
judicious adviser in his wife, are 
qualities which cannot be soon 
Jorgotien or lightly estimated, As 
a friend she was firm and con- 
stant. Though she keenly felt 
any appearance of neglect she was 
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easily appeased and quickly tre. 
conciled. She was a_ lover of 
truth, and bad an utter aversion 
to slander and idle tattling. Her 
means were confined, but as far 
as she was able she was liberal 
and charitable. The writer of 
this does not mean to assert that 
she was free from faults; but her 
only faults were those of temper, 
which it was her daily employ- 
ment to correct; and it was her 
constant aim to grow better every 
day she lived. 

She had been educated ina 
strict adherence to the doctrines 
and rites of the established church, 
and maintained her early impres- 
sions in a profession, which is 
supposed by many to be unfavour. 
able to religious habits ; but she 
bad maintained them, as many 
others do, without examining the 
foundations on which they rested. 
On her aequaintance with her 
husband, who had embraced Uni. 
tarianism, she was induced to in- 
quire into the truth of those prin- 
ciples in which she had been edu- 
cated. She read and judged for 
herself, and the result was, a firm 
belief that Unitarianism is the 
doctrine of the gospel. She read 
the scriptures daily, and never 
read them without making ob- 
servations that strengthened her 
conviction, As her end drew 
nigh, she felt the greatest satis- 
faction in the opinions she had 
embraced.—But a few days before 
her death, which she felt was 
rapidly approaching, she express 
ed the most heartfelt gratitude for 
having been led to entertain such 
views of the divine dispensations 
as made the great truths of religion 
appear to her clear and intellig!- 
ble, which .before had seemed 
wrapped up in clouds and mystery- 





She died full of hope. When she 
looked on her children and thought 
upon their tender helpless age, a 
mother’s feelings wounded her 
heart ; but she was consoled with 
the reflection that they were in 
the hands of a good God, who 
ordered all events for the best, 
though his creatures might not be 
able to perceive it. ‘The most 
painful sufferings could not destroy 
her feelings of gratitude to the 
Divine Disposer of all things, that 
every thing was amply provided 
that was necessary to lighten or 
alleviate her pains. 

She bas left a sorrowing family, 
who in the midst of their grief 
console themselves with the hope 
which cheered her in her. last 
hours, that the time will come 
when those connexions which af. 
fection has formed and virtue es. 
tablished may be revived, and 
ireed from human frailties and 
imperfections be rendered perma- 
nent and eternal, 





Mr. John Fuller. 


On Wednesday, May 25th, at 
his house, in Palsgrave Place, 
Temple Bar, aged 33, Mr. Joun 
Futter, Surgeon- Dentist, and 
author of * A Popular Essay on 
the Structure, Formation and 
Management of the Teeth.”’ \llus. 
trated with engravings, and pub- 
lished in 1810. He was brought 
up 40 @ mechanical trade, but 
Possessing @ strong taste for scien- 
tific pursuits, he cultivated it with 
such assiduity and success as to 
be enabled to establish himself in 
4 reputable profession, to which 
he did ‘honour; not. more by the- 
Judgment and skill which he evin@s 
ed thamby-an integrity of conduct 
which inspired all who knew him 


Obituary.— Mr. John Fuller. 




















































365 


with confidence and esteem. His 
mind was stored with various know- 
ledge, and his conversation exhi- 
bited a discrimination of judgment 
and an elevated correctness of 
thought and feelings He had ex. 
amined the evidences of the truth 
of divine revelation, and after 
reading much on the subject on 
both sides, was fully satisfied with 
them. Asto his religious senti- 
ments he was a decided Unitarian. 
Two days before bis death having 
declared his conviction that he 
should not recover, he was asked 
whether his mind was made up as 
to his future state. He answered 
that he was perfectly easy on that 
point ; adding emphatically, ** If 
it were not so, it would be too 
late now. I have no idea of a 
death bed repentance.” His last 
moments of apparent self collect~ 
edness, after paroxysms of severe 
suffering, were expressive of an 
entire resignation and composure 
of mind ; to which may he added 
the utterance of a short tribute of 
respect for a long known and 
highly valued friend who stood by 
him. 

The address at his interment 
was delivered by his friend’ Mr. 
John Marsom ; andthe Rev, J. 
Gilchrist, of Worship Street, on 
whose preaching Mr. Fuller usu- 
ally attended, in a discourse adapt. 
ed to the occasion, gave’ a@ brief 
but decided and comprehensive 
testimony to the superiority ‘of “his 
mental powers and acquirements, 
and the solid worth of bis charac. 
ter. His loss to his nearest re. 
latives, including a ‘young ‘afd’ 
helpless family, with their afflicted 
mother, must be irreparable. And 
on the minds of all who-had the 
happiness of being peor? Pe 
eucinted with him, his talerits and 
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virtues, the generous and benevo- 
lent interest he took in the con- 
cerns of others, his unostentatious 
but interesting manners, will leave 
a lasting impression of heartfelt 
esteem and regard, which, while 
it is mixed with sentiments of the 
deepest regret, is yet full of con. 
solation and hope. May they, in 
the removal of this so great an 
earthly treasure, hear the voice 
which solemnly warns them to ldy 
not up for themselves treasures on 
earth, but in heaven, where dis- 
ease will never waste, nor the 


spoiler death destroy. 
E. 





Mr. W. Alexander. 


On Tuesday last died, at the 
house of his son, at Yarmouth, 
Mr. W. ALEXANDER, upwards 
of 50 years resident at Wood bridge, 
but during the last five, at the 
former place. He had entered 
on the eighty-second year of a 
life, marked by strict integrity, 
unafiected piety, and a spirit of 
pure benevolence. A firm believ- 
er in the Christian doctrine, and 
uniformly influenced by Christian 
priuciples ; his constantly prevail- 
ing desire, even to the hour of 
bis removal from this first state 
of being, was, to avoid giving pain 
or occasioning trouble to any one ; 
and, annihilating self, his sole ef. 
fort to add tothe comtort of those 
around him.—Of him, as of a 
venerable man of great moral 
worth lately deceased, it may also 
be.truly said — 

“ His life was innocence—his end was 
peace” 
Ipswich Journal, March 12,1814 

_Mr. Alexander was a Trinita- 
rian, and a strictly orthodox 
churchman till about the 55th 
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year of his age, when he became 
an inquirer, and the result of his 
truly humbleinvestigations brought 
him to the open profession of ge- 
nuine Christianity, not at all re. 
garding any worldly consequences: 
and he continued an improving 
character to the last. 





Samuel Brent, Esq. 


Died, Sunday, June 19th, 
1814, at his house, Elliot Place, 
Blackheath, Samuet Brent, 
Esq. in the 55th year of his age. 
His illness, which was long and 
severe, was borne with an exem. 
plary resignation to the will of 
heaven. He was truly benevolent 
in his temper as well as simple 
and unostentatious in his man- 
ners. He had been brought up 
by his late venerable father, John 
Brent, Esq. under a strict sense 
of religion, for which he always 
professed himself grateful, and 
which he uniformly cherished 
throughout life by the steady 
discharge of those duties incum- 
bert upon the professors of Chris- 
tianity. His desire to diffuse re- 
ligious knowledge and to promole 
virtuous habits among young peo 
ple induced him to distribute & 
small manual, which was printed 
but never published, entitled, @ 
Father's Present to his Children; 
the contents of which demonstrate 
the truly pious and affecuonately 
domestic turn of his mind. Aad 
his last effort of this kind was a” 
edition of Watts’s Hymns for 
Children, in which he alter 
Some expressions so as [0 render 
them more intelligible to the j% 
vemile reader, and in his view 
wiore conformable to the sacred 
writings. Such was bis pure and 
enlightened: zeal for the W 














and moral improvement of the 
rising generation. He had for a 
long series of years enjoyed an 
uncommon share of health and 
strength, but an insidivus disease 
which baffled the combined skill 
of the faculty, undermined for 
these two last years, and hath at 
length overthrown his constitution, 
Amidst his bodily sufferings he was 
supported by the hope of a blessed 
immortality, founded on the di- 
vine mission of Jesus Christ, and 
was thus taught to view death as 
introducing him to the haven of 
rest. With a serenity becoming 
the exalted views which the be. 
liever is empowered to indulge, 
he would frequently utter those 
well known lines of the Dying 
Christian— 

Cease fond nature—cease thy strife, 
And let me languish into life ! 

And also that fine stanza of Dr. 
Watts— 

I'll praise my Maker with my breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 
My days of praise shall ne’er be past 
Whils: life or thought or being last 
Or Immortality endures |— 

The writer of this imperfect 
record had the honour and happi- 
hess of intimately knowing this 
excellent man for upwards of 
twenty years. And it shall be 
bis humble endeavour to recollect 
and imitate his virtues, whilst it 
willbe His delight to cherish his 
memory, The deceased, with his 
characteristic modesty forbade a 

al Sermon—but this brief ef- 
fusion of individual regard and 
Private affection cannot be sup- 
Pressed,—His widow and nume. 
fous tamily who knew his intrin. 
si worth have the distinguished 
Cosolation of being enabled to 
anticipate the plaudit of a righ- 
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done good and faithful servant— 
enter THOU into the joy of thy 
Lord! 

He was interred in the family 
vault, at Deptford, amidst a weeps 
ing train of relatives and friends, 
by the Rev W. Moon, who paid 
an affectionate and appropriate 
tribute of respect to his memory, 
Islington. J. E. 

Mrs. Elizabeth New. 

Died at Evesham, on the 2lst 
of May, of a dropsy, in the 59th 
year of her age, Mrs. ELIZABETH 
New, the wife of Mr. A. New, 
woolstapler. In her were exeme 
plified the efficacy of Unitarian 
principles to form the devout 
Christian, and the estimable chae 
racter. The following account is 
taken from her funeral sermon, 
preached on the 29th of May, to 
a large congregation of weeping 
friends and relatives. 

‘‘ The * three sources of consola- 
tion which have been mentioned 
as contributing their united ins 
fluence to form the Christian’s 
joy at the close of life, were open 
to the worthy person whose much 
lamented death has occasioned 
this discourse, and she derived 
from them the most solid sati$facs 
tions, when all earthly comforts 
had failed, 

‘‘ The retrospect of her past life, 

aren see 





* The subject was taken from Acts 
xx. 24 ‘So that I might finish my 
course with joy." The words were 
considered as reminding us of the na- 
ture of our present «ircomstances under 
the moral government of God, which 
require vigila.ce and exertion, and 
likewise that the time of attending to 
the great business of life will soon 
terminate. It was further observed, 
that the sincere Christian on the 
of time derives joy from cor 


ting his past life, his present ) 


‘tous and merciful Judge, PV ell and future prospects, * 
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you that knew her, will readily 
believe, was not attended with 
any painful feelings of self-accu- 
sation; but on the contrary 
brought with it that rejoicing which 
the apostle speaks of as the happy 
fruits of a good conscience, The 
excellent woman whose memory 
you now embalm with your tears, 
and who will be had by you in 
long remembrance, could, if any 
one can, be happy in the thought, 
that she had served her generation 
according to the will of God. To 
great prudence, industry and suc. 
cess in the concerns of this life, 
she added, what is not always the 
case, & supreme regard, and most 
diligent, constant, and persevering 
attention to the claims of religion. 
From her youth she had a deep 
sense of the infinite importance 
of Christian principles and reli- 
gious virtue, She was a firm be- 
liever in the Unity of God, and 
the divine mission of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, being thoroughly 
persuaded that all our mercies and 
Christian privileges, should be 
traced to the free, unpurchased 
and unmerited love of the Fa. 
ther as their fountain. And you 
all are witnesses that her faith 
was not dead—a_ body without a 
soul—it was influential and ope. 
rative, and therefore of the right 
kind, for the highest authority has 
said, ‘* By their fruits ye shall 
know them,”? The relative du- 
ties of a friend, a wife, anda mo. 
ther, she fulfilled with such eX. 
emplariness, that I may well pro. 
her conduct as a pattern to 

er Sex, As a friend she was 

sincere and generous; as a wife 
she was prudent and afiectionate ; 
@s a mother tender and watchful, 
ever solicitous to instil into the 
minds of her children, the lessons 
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of divine wisdom, and by her in- 
structions, her example and her 
prayers, to train them up inthe nur. 
ture and admonition of the Lord, 
in the way of virtue, of usefulness, 
of happiness and immoriality, 
The speaker himself hath been 
witness to the nobleness of her 
mind and the elevation of her 
principles, manifested under cir- 
cumstances the most interesting 
toa parent. In her general cha. 
racter, she had, like Demetrius, 
good report of all men and of the 
truth itself. Integrity and up. 
righteousness preserved her. She 
had a also tear for tender pity, 
and a hand always open to meit. 
ing charity. Her charity pro- 
ceeded from principle, no less 
than soft compassion: it was the 
effect of love and gratitude to God, 
as well as benevolence to man, 
and therefore was not of the for. 
ward and ostentatious kind, which 
delights to be seen and praised of 
men. It largely flowed in unob- 
served and silent but refreshing 
streams. And, according to the 
promise of our Saviour, whats 
done in secret shall be rewarded 
openly. 

“* As our departed friend would 
no otherwise than derive comfort 
from a review of the past years of 
her life, which were all spent 10 
the service of God, and by the 
faith of his Son, so when finishing 
her course she was happy in_ the 
enjoyment of the faveur of God, 
and recommended to her weeping 
family to put their trust in God, 
assuring them, from happy &- 
perience, that they should find 
him to be a sure and sufficient 
support in every season. During 
a tedious illness she was patient 
and perfectly resigned to the di- 
vine will, truly thankful for the 











goodaess of providence in afford. 
ing her so many comforts and 
blessings. She waited in the spi- 
rit of Christian piety and resigna- 
tion till her great change came. 
Her principal joy arose, as that 
of every Christian in the prospect 
of death must, from the glorious 
hopes of the gospel, which hath 
brought life and immortality to 
light. She had a steady unwa- 
vering hope, after this short scene 
was over, of entering the glorious 
mansions of the just. This, like 
every intelligent Christian, she 
expected, not as the purchase of 
merit, betas the reward of faith- 
fulness, according to the riches of 
God's grace by Jesus Christ. Our 
sentiments as those who believe 
that the Father forgives sins and 
confers eternal life, not on account 
of an equivalent received, are mis- 
represented or misunderstood. No 
Obedience we are capable of can 
purchase everlasting lite. Were 
we to yield perfect obedience to 
the laws of God, from the cradle 
to the grave, even that would not 
entitle us to the never ending joys 
@ heaven, for no axiom is more 
clear than this, that no finite 
obedience can merit an infinite 
reward. Eternal life is the gift 
ef God by Jesus Christ; but to 
‘only ‘those who by patient conti- 
nuance in well doing seek for glo- 
ty, honour and immortality —for 
‘well doing is a necessary qua- 
-lification for enjoying the plea- 
‘sures of heaven. Our worthy 
friend expressed herself in the mo- 
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dest language of Christian humi- 
lity when congratulated on her 
meetness for death. ‘* Whatever 
good 1 have done I am indebted 
to God for the ability, and my 
hopes of future happiness are 
founded on his grace and good- 
ness.’ To the last, notwithstand- 
ing the severity of pain at times, 
she was calm and tranquil, utter- 
ing so murmurs or complaints. 
Her constitution was quite exhaus- 
ted ; and when sitting in the par- 
lour surrounded by her family, 
who supposed she had fallen into 
a gentle sleep ; $0 easy was her 
departure, that the change was 
not for some time perceived by 
those about her, after it had ta- 
ken place. She now is at rest, 
and sleeps in Jesus; having for 
ever left these mortal scenes. But 
though her place shall know her 
no more, her memory will be 
cherished by ber family with fond 
affection—her partner through life 
will think with pleasing melan. 
choly of her various excellencies, 
and her grateful offspring with 
filial veneration will often call to 
remembrance her instructions and 
her example ; nor can they raise 
a nobler monument to her praise, 
than by treasuring up in their 
minds her wise counsels, and imi- 
tating that excellent Christian 
pattern she has = them, of - 
dence, of purity and piety, 

novebeil te ion and cha- 
rity,” 


D. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


f’nitartan Fund Anniversary. 

The Annual General Meeting 
of the Unitarian Fund was held 
un Wednesday, June Ist, at the 
Chapel, in Parliament Court, Ar- 
tillery Lane, Bishopsgate Street. 
Divine Service was introduced by 
the Rev. T. Madge, of Norwich, 
who is engaged, with the Divine 
Blessing, to preach the sermon 
next year, with reading the scrip- 
tures and prayer. ‘The sermon 
was preached, ‘according to ap. 
pointment, by the Rev. John 
Kentish, of Birmingham, from 
Acts xxviii. 15, “ Whom when 
Paul saw, he thanked God, and 
took courage.’’ Mr. K. discoursed 
on the exercise of the soctal prin- 
ciple tn religion. After a general 
representation of the benefits pro- 
duced by the combined efforts of 
men in highly civilized society, 
he referred to the advantages of 
such ‘efforts in the cause of reli. 
giun, illustrated his observations 
upan this Subject by the example 
of Paul in the text, and proposed 
to cousider, first, the origin, the 
value and the just regulation of 
‘the social principle; next, the 
“ends and measures of different re 
ligious bodies; and lastly, the 
case of the Society of which he 
was then the public advocate, 

The social principle was shewn 
to be acquired—not instinctive. 
Its growth was traced, as well as 
its prodigious force, and the abuse 
to which it is vecasionally liable ; 
an abuse, however, the remedy 


. 


and the antidote of which were, 
at the same time, suggested. Re. 
ligion, it was remarked, will be 
the best guide and object of the 
social passion : while society, in 
its turn, is essential to the support 
of a speculative and a practical 
faith in Christianity. 

Voluntary associations for pub. 
he worship and Christian instruc- 
tion, were distinctly noticed by 
the preacher, Societies for the 
advancement of religious knows 
ledge, both at home and abroad, 
were likewise mentioned.’ Bat 
still more was said of those socie- 
ties whose avowed” end» is to en. 
courage virtue and discountenance 
immorality : and a strong censure 
was passed on theif enlisting the 
civil’ power in their service, # 
reqairing the magistrate to punish 
writers who attack revelation. In 
this part of his sermon Mr. K, 
vindicated the institution of Socie- 
ties for the profession and diffusion 
of religious opimons. 

He now proceeded to speak of 
Unitarian societies: ‘And “here 
he enlarged on the evitence and 
vast importance of the doctrine of 
the Divine Unity, which, he re- 
marked, is stated verbally and 4- 
terally in’ the scriptures,’ inst 
of being matter of deduction. He 
illustrated the difference between 
the divinity of Christ’s nature 4 
the divinity of his mission, and 
insisted upon the simplicity aod 
self-consistency of the Unitarian 


faith, Christian Unitarianism,” 











he added, ‘depends under God, 
for its advancement on the asso. 
ciationof its friends.’* He assigned 
thereasons why such an association 
did not exist at the conclusion 
of the 17th, and the beginning of 
the 18th century ; adverted to the 
Unitarian .Book Society as the 

tof the Fund, and of other 
cangenial and. valuable institu. 
tions; expressed his persuasion that 
the instruction which can be com- 
munpicaied by familiar and fre- 
quent, preaching should accom. 
pany or follow what is gained from 
books; teuched upon the prepa- 
rationessential to missionary teach. 
ers, and offered, some hints of en- 
couragement aad counsel ,to his 
awience.... 

dn conclusion, he attempted to 
carry forward their thoughts to 
the-exercise, of jthe social princi- 
ple in the, heavenly. world, and 
made a:reference to the loss sus- 
tained, by the society and by him- 
self in. .the,death.of «‘ one much 
lowed associate,’’* who.two years 
agohad atiended their anniversary, 
and the benefit of the application 
off whose uncommon talents, at. 
tainments and virtues to the work 
of,public education for the mi- 
nistry, they were then fondly an. 
ticipating. » 

‘Thercongregation was more nu- 
mefous,,and, the, collection larger, 
we'believe,, than.oa any preceding 
ogeasion 7 an, earnest, we would 
fondly hope, of the. increasing in- 
terest» which,,will be taken, year 
after yearim, this anniversary of 
tiendly intercourse and Chris- 
Han devotion amongst the mem- 

of our Unitarian churches. 

After. divine service the society 





v *TheRev. J.B. Dewhurst, 
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proceeded to business in the cha- 
pel, Mr. Jonn Barwarp, of 
Harlow, in the chair, when the 
minutes ef the last annual meet. 
ing, and also those of the special 
general meeting on the Trinity 
Bill (Mr. Alderman Goodbehere 
in the chair) were read and con- 
firmed. The treasurer then made 
his report of the finances, as au. 
dited by Messrs. Rowe and Sturch, 
by which it appeared that there 
had been a considerable increase 
in the society’s income last year, 
but also a proportionable increase 
in its expenditure. It will be 
seen by the account in the Rules, 
&c. stitched up with this number, 
that the Fund has been liberally 
assisted this year by congregation. 
al collections; a mode of sup. 
porting the society which we re- 
commend 40 the consideration 
of our brethren throughout the 
country. 

The Report. of, the. Committee 
was next read, which was_of great 
length, embracing a variety of 
interesting topics, and stating a 
number of important facts, It 
began, as was natural, witha con- 
eratulation of the, meetingon the 
different state in which Unitarians 
now stand as to civil privileges, 
from that in which they stood at 
any preceding general meeting; 
and with the expression of a prayer 
that Unitarians may ely prize 
and rightfully use their Jiberty, 
employing it prudently but zea. 
lously, from gratitude both to the 
Almighty giver of good, and to 
their liberal and candid country. 
men, in the promotion of the 
cause of truth and righteousness, 
in which are involved the glory 
of God and the, happiness of 
man, 4 
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The committee then went on 
to report what they had done in 
the principality of Wales; mis- 
sionary preaching has been con- 
tinued, and a new chapel ‘has 
been erected for Unitarian wor- 
ship at Templeton and another 
is building at Neath. 

In Cornwall there has been 
no missionary during the past 
year, but the brethren there have 
continued to associate for wor- 
ship, and it is in agitation to erect 
@ Unitarian chapel at Falmouth. 

A brief account was given of 
Mr. Vidler’s labours at Chatham, 
which excited great attention in 
that populous town, and of his 
introduction of Unitarian preach- 
ing at Sheerness, where a small 
society of Unitarians has been 
gathered together. 

Mr. Bennett was reported to 
be actively employed, and with 
increasing usefulness, in Sussex. 
The Cotmitice stated that it ap. 
peared to them, on the suggestion 
of most respectable friends, that 
Mr) Bennett's hands would be 
greatly strengthened, and the 
cause of Unitarianism be promoted 
at Brighton, if a succession of 
morning preachers cculd be ob. 
tained for that very important 
station, during the visiting sea- 
son.* 

At Reading, the Committee 
have been able, through the gval 





* It was afterwards resulved by the 
Society ty endeavour to carry the 
suggestion uf the Committee into ef- 
fect. We have the satisfaction uf sia- 
ting that S reapected frend, whom we 
are Bot at Wibirty tu name, had in 
part abticipated the wishes of the 
meeting, by promoting a separate 
svoseripig for thawobject. We shall 
be ve y tu receive the contribu. 
tions of any of our readers who may 


be disposed to favour the plan, 
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of the ministers in connection with 
the Fund, to supply nearly con. 
stant preaching. The congrega. 
tion there have lately enjoyed the 
valuable services of Mr. Lyons. 

The Committee detailed a cor- 
respondence which they have 
maintained with the Eastern Uni- 
tarian Association, under whose 
direction Mr. Winder, of Norwich, 
has devoted a considerable part of 
the year to missionary journies, 
in Norfolk and Suffolk and the 
east of Cambridgeshire, on ace 
count of the Uniterian Fund, In 
conclusion, they expressed them- 
selves warranted in hoping that 
much good would be done in 
this new missionary district. 

The report then proceeded to 
a very important journey of Mr. 
Wright's, in the midland counties, 
last autuinn; begun. October 20 
and finished December 3:—dur- 
ing which time Mr. W. preached 
in twenty.mine places. 

[Of this journey a fuller ac- 
count shall be extracted from 
the Report, by permission of the 
Uniturian Fund Committee, for 
a juture number :—lor the present 
we must break off, referring the 
completion of this article to the 
next number, when we hope also 
to begin to make use of the Re» 
port: but we cannot conclude 
without stating that a very inte» 
resting account was laid before 
the Society of the General Asso- 
ciation of Unitarians in Scotland, 
which will be one of the parts of 
the Report that we shall first ¢x- 
tract, and that whilst the meeting 
lamented the absence of Mr 
Wright, now on a missionary 
journey in Sevtland, more ¢¥- 
tended than any which be has yet 
undertaken, they were in some 
degree compensated for his ab 








sence by the pleasing Report 
which was made of his labdurs, 
the particulars of which shall be 
given from time to time in? this 
work. Nor can we forbear add- 
ing that the subscribers and their 
frends afterwards dined together 
tothe: number of three hundred, 
Mr. Ebenezer Johnston in the 
chair; and that the meeting was 
as usual lively and pleasant; and 
that an unprecedented increase 
took place in the number of sub- 
scribers, not less than One Hun- 
dred new names being announced 
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nued to devolve, as. the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Mr, 
Dewhurst has not. yet been sup- 
plied. ‘These duties, the Rev. J, 
Joyce, so far as his numerous en. 
gagements would permit, has very 
kindly relieved. To Mr. Joyce, 
the Governors feel and. express 
their obligations, ‘There is good 
reason to hope that a gentleman 
highly competent to the situation, 
will undertake the office of classi- 
cal tutor, at the commencement 
of the ensuing session, and thus 
enable Mr. Aspland to pay an une 


by the treasurer in the course of divided attention to his engage. 


the evening, ] 





Unitarian Academy- 


‘The Annual General Meeting 
ofthe Governors of the Unitarian 
Academy was held on Thursday, 
June 2d, av the King’s Head Ta- 
vernon the Poultry. Reports 
were presented from the Treasurer 
and Committee, The latter con- 
tained @ communication from, the 
theological tutor, bearing testi- 
Mony to the exemplary behaviour 
Of the students, and their profi- 
Cieney during the past year. ‘The 
Committee also had madé a very 
Satisfactory examination of their 
Progress. According to the pro- 
‘fessed design of the Institution: the 
students have been frequently en- 
“Baged in preaching, ‘Their ser- 
Vices have been exetempore, and 
there ig reason to hope that they 
have been attended with some en- 
Couraging appearances of utility 
‘@nd approbation. 

Fhe Governors, could not fail 
to perevive and acknowledge the 
renewed obligations of the [osti- 
tution to the theological tutor, 
Upon whom the duties. of the 
Classical. department have conti~ 


ments in the theological depart. 
ment. 

It was recommended to the 
Committee to admit two addi- 
tional students, whenever the 
may deem it adviseable, undera 
conviction that the incurred ex. 
penditure will be sustained by 
increasing patronage from the nu} 
merous friends ofthe design. The 
progressive success of the Unita- 
rian Fund has, indeed, produced 
a want of popular preachers im 
several situations, and sufficiently 
proved the advantage and even 
necessity of such an institution, as 
the Unitarian Academy, 

At this meeting, thanks were 
returned to the congregation at 
Bury St. Edmunds, for a public 
collection in aid of the Academy, 
an example which it is hoped 
will be generally followed’ by all 
Unitarians, who approve the dee 
sign of extending the knowledge 
of Christian principles by 
preaching. Thanks were also 
voted to R. B. Freme, Esq, of 
Liverpool, for a collection of 
sixty Guineas in that town, on 
behalf of the Academy : 

The following officers 
elected. fpx the year enauipge. - 
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Treasurer—John Christie, sq. 

Committee— Dr. Cogan, Messrs. 
Frend, Gibson, Hardy, Pearson, 
Rutt, Wainewright. 

Secreiary—Mr. Richard Tay- 
jor. 

Auditors—Messrs. S. Parkes, 
R. Stevens. 


— 


The Annual Meeting: of the 
Western Unitarian Society will 
take place at Yeovil, on Wednes. 
day the 13th of July, on which 
occasion a Sermon will be preach. 
ed on behalf of the Society, by 
the Rev. Dr. Toulmin of Birm- 
ingham. 





—_— 


Addresses of the two Houses to 
the Prince Regent on the Slave 
Trade. 


Address of the House of Lords, 


“To his Koyal Highness the Prince 
Regent 

** We humbly represent to your Roy 
al Highness, that we have seen with 
unspeakable satistaction the beneficial 
and happy consequences of the law by 
which the African Slave Trade has been 
throughout al! his mayesty’s dominions 
for ever prohibited and abolished: and 
that we rely with the fullest confidence 
on the gracious assurances which both 
his Majesty and your Royal Highness 
have condescended to give to us, of 
your endeavours to ol tain from other 
powers that co operation which is still 
necessary for the completion of this 
great work. 

** It well became Great Britain, hav- 
ing pari«ken so largely inthe guilt of 
this inhuman and unchristian traffic, to 
stand forward among the nations of 
Europe, and openly to prociaim its 
renunciation. This duty we have dis- 
charged. but our obligations do not 
cease here. The crimes countenanced 
by our eva ple and the calami ies 
created or extended by our misconduct 
continue to «flict an unoth: nding peo 
ple «ither Luropean nations sti] Carry 
on this commerce, if commerce it can 


be called, in the lives and liberties of 
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our fellow creatures. By their inter 
vention, its clandestine continuance js 
encouraged and facilitated in our own 
dependencies By the same cause, the 
desolation and barbarism of a whole 
continent are prolonged ; and, unless 
some timely pievention be applied, the 
re‘urning traneuillity «f Evrope, the 
source of joy and exultation to ‘our. 
selves, will be the era only of renewed 
and aggravated miseries to the wretched 
victims of an unprincipled and relent- 
less avaiice. 

“ With all humility, therefore, but 
with the utmost earnestness, we sup- 
plicate your Royal Highness that the 
whole weight and influence of the Bri. 
tish crown may be exerted, in the ap- 
proaching negociations, to avert ths 
dreadful eviit. In the wame of our 
country, and on the behalf of the in- 
terest of humanity, we intreat thar the 
immediate and total abolition of the 
Slave Trade may be solicited from all 
the sovereigns of Europe. No moment, 
we think, was ever yet so favourable 
for stipulating ja joint and irrevocable 
renunciation of these barbarous prac- 
tices, end for promulgating, by the 
assembled authority of the whole civi- 
lized world, a solemn declaration, that 
to carry away into slavery the inhabi- 
tants of unoffending countries, is to 
violate the universal law of nations, 
founded, as that law must ever be, on 
the immutable principles of justice aud 
religion. 

** It is on those sacred principles, the 
safeguards of all lawful government, 
the bulwarks of all national independ: 
ence, that we wish our proposal to be 
rested, Onthem werely for its success ; 
recommended, as it will be, not by the 
exhortations only, but by the example 
of Great Britain, and acdressed to the 
rulers of those states which have them- 
selves so signally been rescued by Pro- 
vidence from danger and destruction; 
from internal desolation and from sub 
jection to a foreign yoke. On all, it 
must, we think, impress itself with 
equal force ; whether they be ranxe 
among the deliverers or the delivered, 
among those wh.m a merciless Opp'es 
sion had ulready overwhelmed, of among 
those whose moderation and justice 
have added lustre even to the firmness 
of their resistance, and co the glory o% 
their sictories. , 

“ No worthier thanks, we confidently 
believe, can be offered to Providense 








for past prorection :on RO better grounds 
-an future blessings be solicited, than 
by the recognition and dischar:e of the 

reat duties which we all owe alike to 
the rights, the liberty, and the happi. 
ness of our fellow creatures.” 





Address of the House of Commons. 


To his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 

gente 

‘« The Humble Address, &c. 

“ Relying with perfect confidence on 
the solemn assurances received by Par 
liament in 1806 and isto, that 
Majesty’s government would employ 
every proper means to obtatn a Conven- 
tion of the powers of Europe for the 
immediate and universal abolition of 
the African Slave Trade—we most 
humbly and earnestly represent to your 
Royal Highness, that the happy and 
glorious events which promise the ge- 
neral pacification of christendom, the 
present union and assembly of its greatest 
sovereigns, and the great and generous 
principles which they proclaim as the 
rule of their conduct, afford a most 
auspicious opportunity fur interposing 
the good offices of Great Britain to 
iccomplish the above noble purpose, 
with the weight which belongs to her 
rank among nations, to the services 
which she bas rendered to European 
independence, and to.the unanimous 
and zealous concurrence of her parlia 
ment and people. 

‘We feel ourselves authorized by 
our own abolition of this trade, of the 
guilty profits of which we enjoyed the 
largest share, by the fellowship of ci. 
Vilization, of religion, and even of com- 
mon humanity, to implore the other 
members of che commonwealth of 
Europe to signalize the restoration of 
ts order and security, by the probibi- 
tion of this detestable commerce, the 
common stain of the Christian name ; a 
system of crimes by which the civilized 
Professors of a beneficent religion spread 
desolation, and perpetual barbarism, 
among helpless savages, whom they are 
Sund by the most sacred obligations 
of duty to protect, to instruct, and to 
reclaim. 

“We humbly represent to your 
Royal Highness, that the high rank 
Which this kingdom holds among mari. 
“fs and colonial states, imposes a very 


lis 
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serious duty upon the British govern- 
ment at thisimportan: juncture. Unless 
We juterpose with effect to procure a 
general abolition the practical result of 
the restoration of peace will be to revive 
a traffic which we hive prohibited as 
acrime, to open the sea to swarms of 
piraucal adventurers. whe wil! renew 
and extend on the shores of Africa the 
scenes of carnage and rapine in a great 
measure suspended by maritime hosti- 
lites; and the peace of christendom 
will kindle « thousand rerocious wars 
among wretche! tribes ignorant of our 
quarrels and of our very name 

* The nations who have owed the 
security of their navigation to our 
friencship, and «hom we have been 
happy enough to aid in expelling their 
Oppre-sors, and maintaining their inde, 
pendence, cannot listen withour respece 
to our vo ce raised in the cause of justice 
and humanity Among the great states, 
till of late our enemiex, maritime hos- 
tility has in fact abolished the trade fort 
twenty years. No interest is engaged 
in it; and the legal permission to carry 
it on would practically be a new esta- 
lishment of it, after the complete de- 
velopement of its horrors. 

“ We humbly trust, that in the moral 
order by which Divine Providence 
administers the government of the world, 
this great act of atonement to Africa 
may contribute to consolidate the safety, 
and prolong the tranquillity of Europe; 
that the nations may be taught a higher 
respect for justice and humau.ty by the 
example of their sovereigns; and that 
a treaty sanctified by such a disintereste 
ed and sscred stipulation may be more 
profoundiy reverenced, and mofe re- 
ligiously observed, than even the most 
equitable compacts for the regulation 
ot power, or the distribution of terri- 
tory.” 


Kent and Sussex Unitarian Chris- 
tian Association. 


On Wednesday, the sth of Jane, 
1814, was held at Battle, Sussex, the 
third Anniversary of the Xent and 
Susser Unitarian Christian Association ; 
when ap appropriate sermon was 
preached by Mr. Samuel Dobell, from 
Psalm xixth, and part of the 12th 
verse, “ Iho can understand his errors?” 
‘Ihe devotional service previous to the 
sermov, was conducted by Mr. G. 
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Harris, from the Coiversity of Glas. 
gow ; and concluded by My Blundell, 
of Northiam. 

Iu Order to make Unitarian princi- 
ples more generally known, and to 
obtain the object of their wishes, 
that of disseminating rational views of 
Christianity, the members of the as 
suciativn adopted last year the plan of 
a Tract Society, confessedly Unitarian. 
The services of the day being finished, 
this institution received immediate 
atteution, and Mr. Joseph) Dobell was 
unanimously voted to the chairs when 
several resulutions were passed, tend. 
ing to increase the civcalation of U ui- 
tarian tracts. Itiwa pleasing prospect 
td announce, that an appheation was 
made tv purchas some ul Me. Wright's 
tracts. to convexion with this, it was 
stated, that many of the poor, and 
others, to the neighbourhood of Bat- 
tle would gladly read them if they 
could be supplied This defect will 
employ the attention of the committee, 
and by the exertion of its fi iends, 
hope is entertained, that a sufficient 
number of tracts will be parchased to 
meet the case m question, Here we 
have another iustance of Unitarianism 
being in agreement with the capacities 
of the poor; aud it ts a fact, that 


many persvas iv the lower walks of 


life, although they attend constantly 
the reputed chapels of orthoduxy, do 
better understand the Unitarian ex- 
positions of scripture than their own. 
A fact that is in my power to confirm 
by experience 

This business being disposed of, the 
company adjourned to the George Inv, 
where 106 persons sat down to a good, 
but nut expensive dinner : Joseph 
Holden, Esq. being called to the 
chair, the whole was conducted with 
the greatest harmony and economy, 
After this, the -other busiuess of the 
day was disposed of. 

Mr. Johu Mace, of Tenterden, was 
re-chosen treasurer, and Mr, John 
Tavior, of the some piace, seeretary 
for the year ensving ; by whom sub- 
@cripvens and donations, either in 
money, of iu tracts, wall be thankfully 
recrived., 

Dentertion, dune ath, 1914. 3. T. 


P.S. Bach sabscriber, whatever is 
The amount of the subscription, is a 
Member, and will be entitled to tracts, 


iu proportive to the sum sabseribed. 


_———eee 
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Manchester College, York, 


The following collect ons have beer 
lately made for the beneiit of this ip. 
stitution : 

. af 

At Duckinfield Chapel, in 
Cheshiie, after a sermon 
preached by the Rev. George 
Kenrick, of Chesterfield . . 90 

At Cross St eet Chapel, 
Manchester, after a sernon 
preached by the Rev. John 
Gooch Robberds  ., - 42 00 


——— 


£62 WO 


10 0 








The following benefactions have 
likewise been received by the treasurer. 
From Wm Shore, Esq. 
Tapton, new Shetheld, to- 
wards defray ng the debt on 
the York Buildings ; being one 
half of his orig nal loan, to 
the fund for the purchase of 
that property .... .. 
From John Philips, Esq. of 
Heath House Staffordshire, 
do do do do. . . «+ . «30000 
N. B. Mr. Wm. Shore, and 
Mr. Philips have likewise de- 
cl.ned to receive any interest 
on their respective loans. 
From Ortiwell Wood, Esq. 
of Liverpool, do do. being 
part of his original loan for 
the same purpose . ... 
From John Ashton Yates, 
Esq. of Toxteth Park, near 
Liverpool, do, do. do. do. 
From Thos. Henry Robin- 
son, Esq. of Woodlands, near 
Manchester, (in lien of an 
annual subscription of Four 
Guineas.) . , 
From Richard 
Birmingham “hi ak ae 
From Dr. Thomson, of Ha- 
lifax, accompanied by the fol- 
lowing note : 
‘* Refunded from a sense of 
justice by John Thompson, 
M. D. of Halifax, being the f 
sum total of the exhibitions ‘ 
and public fands received by 
him, when a theo stu- 
dent on the foundation of the 
New College, at Manchester, 
in 1801 and 1308.” . ee 


100 0 0D 


30 0 0 
50 0 0 
50 00 


Peyton, Esq. 
*: * 30 00 


—_=_ 
400 
——— 


Manchester, June 17, 1624- 











Methodesttc (Wesleyan) Revrval 
in the West of England. 


[We give the following without a 
single comment; taken from an 8vo 
quarier ofa sheet, printed by Richa: d- 
sons, York. Ep. | 
Copy of an Interesting Letter from 

Mr. Wm. Henshaw, Methodist 

Preacher, Plymouth Dock, to Mr, 

Wa. Bramwell, Methodist Preach- 

er, Birstall. 

Plymouth Dock, March 10th, 1814 

Dear BROTHER 

I write to tell you the joyful news 
of which my heart is full, The Lord 
has of late poured out bis Spirit upon 
us at Dock, in the most gracious 
manner. On the 16th of January last, 
ata Love Feast, eleven persons tound 
peace with Gods and many who had 
aotes of admission, were decply cone 
viunced of sin. At another Love-feast, 
the following week, about tweaoty more 
professed to experience a sense of par- 
doving loves and numbers more were 
convinced of sin, who have siuce been 
made very happy in the love of God. 
Almost every day, some become 
strongly affected by a sight of their 
sin and danger, and some rejoice for 
having obtained the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. We have 
appointed seven new class leaders, and 
Suppose, that during the last two 
months, not less than one hundred 
and fifty persons have begun to meet 
‘i class in Dock only. At ene new- 
formed class the last evening, where I 
renewed the tickets, forty persons 
being present, about fourteen were in 
great distress, five or six of whom 
experienced redemption through the 
blood of Jesus, aud were gloriously 
exulting in God their Saviour, when I 
left them at prayer, being myself quite 
exhausted. The fatigue | bave bad 
of late, amd the exertions which the 
ries of distressed suuls have produced, 
would on other occasions have quite 
Overcome me; but God hath girded 
mewith strength for the battle, and 
our invisible adversaries seem to quit 
the field, The oldest Methodists in 

k have seeu nothing of this mighty 
display of sovereigu grace before. 

But a much more extraordinary 
work still is now carrying ov in Cora- 
wail, the centre of which is Redruth. 

ve received four letters on the 
VOL. IX, 3c 
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subject, two of them from preachers 
vn the spot: I will give you the sum 
of the whole: for the extent and ra- 
pidity of it, it exceeds all former ree 
vivals known in that county. Tt began 
ov the 17th or 18th of February. There 
was an unusual influence felt at a Love- 
feast, which continued uti! three 
o'clock the next morning. Sunday, 
Feb. goth, at Redruth, the minister 
preached at two in the afternoon, from 
Acts the gnd chapter, on the Descent 
of the Spirit; aad the whole assembly 
seemed to be baptized with celestial 
fire, and the service continued day 
and night, for eight successive days 
and nights, with only four hours in- 
termission. Hundreds were crying for 
mercy at once, and hundreds more 
rejoicing in the God of their salvation, 
Mr. Truscott took down the uames of 
Five Hundred Persons, who professed 
to have experienced a sense of par- 
doning love in the course of the week, 
February 27th, Sunday evening, the 
spirit of conviction spread like fire 
among stubble, reaching to persuns of 
both sexes aud all ages. In a few 
days it extended to Bridge, then 
Tacking Mill, then Well Rose and 
Troan, Camborn, Venponds, Carnick, 
and Guinnup. In several places, service 
bas continued day and night, and up- 
wards of two thousand persous, within 
the past ten days, hive been made 
happy in the Lord, including careless 
sinners, and those who were in society 
before. ‘Uhis blessed work is not cone 
fined to the poor, Noi men of fortune 
and of fashion have been alike the 
subjects of it: Lawyers, surgeons, and 
respectable tradesmen, have kneeled 
down and implored mercy with the 
lowest classes of society, and have 
obtained it, For some time all basi- 
ness in the town was suspended, even 
little was done on the market days, 
but the chapels were crowded day and 
night; thither the tribes go up to 
worship; the mountain of the Lord's 
house as established above the tops of 
the mountains, and exalted over the 
hills. 

The prediction of Joel, chapter 2, is 
receiving in Cornwall a tarther ac. 
complishment. My friend writes: “1 
have seen childven of eight years 
lay aside their play, call ou the name 
of the Lord, and become earnest sup 
plicants at a throne of grace ; andl 
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have seen persons of erghty years ol | 
in the deepest anguish for sin, which 
evidenced itself, by the sweat strongly 
gushing from every pore. As you pass 
onthe streets, the ery for mercy 1s 
heard in many houses; in o hers the 
voice of thanksgiving sounds forth. 
People in general are brought uncer 
a religions concern at the chapels: but 
hundreds are convinced in ther dwel- 
lines, in the mmes under ground, and 
m the fields, while at their labour, 
Some wicked sinuers have entered the 
mines in their careless state, and while 
at work, without any visible cause, 
except the .prayers of their absent 
friends, they have beeu seized by the 
Spirit of conviction, cri d aloud for 
mercy, and obtainea pardon and peace 
before thew return. What cannot God 
do? And what will he not do for 
those whe believe ? Infidels are con- 
strained to acknowledge the mighty 
power of God in this astonishing work. 
‘The preachers, leaders, and other ac- 
tive triends were soon exhausted; but 
their lack of service was supplied by 
the young converts instantly becoming 
exhovters, preachers, and comforters, 
and in such a way as only God could 
have enabled them. Some when con- 
victed, drop down in a moment, and 
ery for the disquietude of their souls; 
Others feel a concern coming on for a 
day or two before they burst out ia the 
congregation. Some ave delivered after 
wrestling in prayer for an hour or two, 
and some have been waiting from 
twelve to fifteen hours agonizine in 
prayer, before they obtained comfort. 
Unless requested by their friends, they 
do not like to rise from their knees 
until they obtain the blessing. At 
first, they feel an awful sense of Sin, 
then they complain of a bard heart, and 
sa the depth oftheir distress their cry 
is, ** Lord break my bard heart; have 
mercy on me, and break my heart of 
stone.” Thus they continue for some 
time, then a ray of hope darts upon 
them, and they ery, “ Lord increase 
my faith! Oh, for more faith! Lean 
see him—he is coming—hi is come ; 
—Glory, glory be te God!” Some, 
when they feel this change, instantly 
rise Up, spread their arms, and pub- 
lish she wonderful works of God with 
such energy, that Ollers drop down, 
“ap begin the sinner's only plea, “ Goa 
ve spercitul to me.” With some the 


*72 [ytelligence.—Address of the Catholic Board to the People 


struggle Is over in a momen’, their 
countenances are covere’ witha hea. 
venly smile, and they sink away into 
* That speechless awe that dares not 
move, 
And ali that silent heaven of live.” 
Tremain, dear Brother, 
Yours, &c. 
Ww. H. 





Address of the Catholic Board to th 
| People 
Fellow Countrymen, and Fellow- 
Suter: rs, 

The General Board of the Catholics 
of Irela ¢, to whom you have confided 
your peti ions to the Legislature, once 
more address you. !hey clam the cone 
tinuance of your contd nce only. be. 
cause they frel that they deser'e it, by 
the zeal and ourity of their intentions 
and exertions in the cause of your reli- 
gion an‘! your Cuuntry. 

Fellow-Countrymen : The object ot 
your petitions is sanctioned by ‘ustice ; 
it is enforced by wisdom , it must be 
attained, umless the artifices of your enc- 
mies shall triumph o: er justice and wis- 
dom: we say their ar fices, because 
ther arguments have failed, and their 
calumnies are forgo.ten or despised. 

Amvovgst their rtifices we dread hut 
one: it is that which has been already 
practised with success on former occa- 
sions: it is one to whicii you are ex- 
nosed by your situation, your sufferings, 
and your leelings; your enemies wish to 
betray you into illega. associations and 
combinations; they wish to bring upon 
you punishment, aggravated by its beng 
merited, and they  tt'l more earnestly 
desire to ruin your Cause and that of 
lre'and. 

The emissaries of your enemies, be- 
come more cau ious by derection, are 
likely to assume deeper disguise It 4s 
our duly toexpose to you the evils wh ch 
must ensue to yourselves and to the ©a- 
tholic cause, i¢ you enter into any illegal 
or secret combination or agsociatton 

Repe ted acts of parliament have p'e 
nounced asso iations for almost any me- 
ginable purpose, to be ill gal A recent 
statute, called 50ih of the King, « h. pet 
102, besides mere associations, wh ch are 
plainly criminal, as for se: tious pur 
poses, or io distu b the public peace 
has declared every association, bowie, 
hoad, committee, society or brotherhoo 














































whatsoever, to be unlawful, if formed to 
iniure any person, or the property of any 
person ; or to compel any person to do, or 
omit. or refuse to do any act whatsoever 
That statute has also de: lared any oath 
orengageent to | illeval, which im- 

ris to bind any persen to bey the 
rules, or orders, or commands of ony 
committee or body of men not lawfully 
constituted or of ‘ny captain, leader 
or «ommander not appointed by the 
King ; or binving any persons to assem- 
ble at the command of any captain, 
Jeader, commander or committee, or of 
any prs _n not having lawsul a thority ; 
or binding any person not to inform or 
give evidence, or not to reveal or dis. 
cover avine taken any ijleval oath or 
ha ing done any ilecal act: or to con- 
ceal any illegal oath thereafter to be 
taken. 

For i ducing or procuring, by any 
means. the tiking of any such oath or 
engagement. the punishment is trans- 
portation for lite; he wh: takes any 
such oath, is liable 'o transpor ation for 
seven years. and it will not be received 
as an excuse that the party has been 
compelled by force or menace to take 
such oath, unless he makes full disco- 
very toa ag strate, within seven days. 

By another act of parliawent, called 
the 1.th and 16th of the Kine, chopte: 
21 it is made a high misdemeanour, 
punishable by pillory or whipping, to 
Wear any particular badge or dress. or 
to assume any particular name or deno- 
mination of party. 

Recollect to.., we ‘ ntreat of you, that 
not only 1s it unlawful and puni-hable to 
assume the name, or wear the colours or 
bac ge of any such association, or to take 
or induce any persou to enter into any 
engagement or outh to belong there.o, 
but that almost every act, in pu:suauce 
of such oath or engagement, is made by 
Various statutes, feion, of death = Even 
to a-saule a dwelling-house (strangely 
as the phrase may sound) is 2 capital 
felon, in treland. And to raise the arm, 
even without a blow or further violence, 
is an assaule in law. So that te who, in 
pursuance of the plans of any such asso 
Clation, raises his unarmed hand against 
a dwelling house, may, for that offence, 

capitally convicted and suffe: death 

We select this instance to show you 
the extent to which capital pumshments 
aie applicable iy i.w, to the conse- 
quences of il.egal associations, 
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Transportation for seven yoars is ‘he 
doom of him who enters inso any ie «1 
association. Tiansportation fo: life is 
visited upon him who induces anovher 
to enter into an illeg>] association: and, 
tinally, death is the punishment of him 
who does any one act in pursuince of 
the design of an illegal association, 

Such fellow countrymen, are the pu- 
nshments which the law denounces 
against illegal associations, whether they 
be called Wh tee Boys oO! Right Boys, 
Thrash rs or Carders, Ribbon-Men or 
Orange Men, they are all lialle to pu- 
nishment, and all diserve condemnation. 

It is quite true, that some delin ju: nts 
may escape; but «o not flatter your 
selves that you can be of the tortunate 
number: if you transgress the law, vou 
will meet, as you wail d.serve, all the 
zeal and activity Oi prosecution, 

Keflect upon those serious sunyects for 
your consideration. i you offend against 
the laws, what favour can you e» pect ? 
what favour have you any grounds for 
expecting ? 

Reflect also upon the inutility of those 
assoc ations. What utilicy, what «dvan- 
tage, hes ever been derived trom them ? 
None whatsoever. No redress has ever 
been obtained by their means. They 
have been quite useless, may, worse, fox 
they have always produced crimes, rob- 
bery outrage, and murder; and they 
have umfor: ily, been followed by nume- 
rous e ecutions, in which the innocent 
have been often taken for, and con- 
founded with, the guilty. 

Do you require any other arguments 
to induce you to retrain from those as- 
sociations ? Perhaps you are careless of 
your ow: lives: you cannot be insen- 
sible to the blood of the innocent. 

There is, however, another induce- 
ment to refrain, your enemies, the men 
who woi ld deny you the poor privilege 
of worshipping your God as your fore- 
fathers have worshipped; these mgn, alf 
these men, anxiously desire that you 
should form criminal combinations and 
contederntions ; they want Lut apretexc 
for framing laws sull stronger and more 
sanguinary; they wane vut a pretext Lo 
lay the heavy hand of po er upen your 
country. and yourrelgun, Your ene. 
mies seek to seduce or to diive you .nto 
illegal associations Your trends, (he 
Catholic Board, ar ent:y desire to pre- 
vent your furminy any assuc. tion. Piey 
conjure you, f you conlide im them, to 
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hearken to advice, which can be dic- 
tated only by their affectionate attach- 
mentto you. They conjure you to.re 
spect the laws; to live in peace; to offer 
no oulrage or imjury to any man, to 
seek legal redress alone tor every injury 
and outrage inflicted on you. That re 
dress is, and shall be, within your reach. 


They beserch you to look for relief 


from your grievances, only through the 
lawful channel of petitioning parlia- 
ment. And they confidently promise 
you, that the wisdom of parliament will 





speedily extend that relief. if you cop. 
tinue, by peaceable and dutiful condy, t, 
to deserve it, to gratify your friends 
and disappoint your enemas. 

So will you afford us the happiness of 
seeing your religion rescued trom the 
calumnies and inflictions of centuries of 

ersenution. and your countrymen of alj 
classes and persuasions reconciled, cohe. 
rent, and finally free 
GeorGE BRYAN, Chairman. 
Feb. 5, 1814. 
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; 


OK, 


The Christian's Survey 


of the Political World. 


France 18 restored again to Eu- 
rope. ‘The events preceding her 
reconciliation were out of the reach 
of human foresight. She is, it is to 
be hoped, brought toa due sense of 
her situation, and being no lounger 
ia grande nation, formed to snbdue 
the rest of Lurope, will cultivate 
the arts of peace, andaim at a pre- 
eminence, which shall be useful 
hoth to herself and her veighbours, 
Treaties of peace have been signed 
between her and each of the allied 
powés ; and there is to be a con- 
gress at Vienna, to settle the affairs 
of Germany, Belgium and Italy. All 
the treaties were made in the name 
of what the different nations wor- 
ship as God; and thus they have 
set their seal to the acknowledg- 
ment of an existence, totally un- 
known to our Saviour and his apos. 
tles, and to the early Christians. 
For as-the learned Jurieu expresses 


himself, “It is well known, that 
this mysterious ‘Trinity was not 
licked into shape before the first 
councils of Nice, or even before that 
of Constantinople.” 

The treaty also between Buona- 
parte and the allies has been made 
public, by which it appears, that, 
in renouncing his sovereignty, his 
imperial titles, and the titles in his 
family are preserved to them ; that 
he is to enjoy the sovereignty of 
Elba during life, and to receive 
from France an annual revenue of 
two millions of francs, or nearly 
eighty-four thousand pounds of our 
money ; besides, among his family 
is to be divided a revenue, clear of 
all charges, of two millions five 
hundred thousand francs, or about 
a hundred and five thousand pounds 
a year. Two millions of francs are 
also to be divided among his friends, 
whose names are to be transmitt 


































to the French court. This may 
appear to many a great charge upon 
France; butit is to be recollected, 
that she cannot but retain the me- 
mory of this extraordinary man in 
the titles and institutions, and laws 
which he originated, and which 
form a part of their present consti- 
tution. And, besides, however 
great may be the complaints of Lu- 
rope against this domineering fiero, 
it iscertain, that he never lost sight 
of the interests of France. He did 
wheat he could for the interior of that 
country, and the Eugtish traveilers 
are surprised at the great proficien- 
cy ithas made in arts and agricul- 
ture during his reign. in many 
manufactures they excel, and in 
many they rival us: and, if the 
Bourbons give equal encouragement 
to their country, it will in a very 
little time recover from its difficul. 
ties. 

i'rance has presented to the world 
another constitution, and the king 


has under it opened his sessions of 


parliament. It resembles in many 
points that of this country: the 
executive power being todged in 
the king; the legislative in the 
king, the senate, and the commons; 
and the judicial in judges appointed 
by the king, but holding their seats 
forlife. A greater weight is how- 
ever thrown into the regal scale 
than with us. With him originate 
all laws, though on the recommen- 
dation of five of the commons, a 
petition may be presented to him to 
originate a law: and here they will 
havean advantage, which we do not 
possess. All laws will be duly di- 
gested before they are passed; and 
as the concertion of them will be in 
the hands of a few, there will not be 
that confusion which too often ap- 
pears in our acts of parliament. We 
nMst wait till experience points out 
the inconvenience of their mode, 
Which it must be confessed has a 
tendency to make their parliament 
little better than what their former 
Parliaments were, merely courts for 
the registermg of the king’s edicts. 
ut still, as there is a power of de- 



























































State of Public Affairs, S81 


liberating in these bodies, which 
was not in their autient courts, com- 
posed indeed merely of lawyers, 
aud as the commous house is elected 
from the departments, there is a 
probability that the regal power 
will be kept within those bounds 
which may render it less inimical 
to virtue, liberty and religion, than 
was that of their former grand mo- 
narques. 

Their commons house is elected 
in an extraordinary manner: the 
payment of taxes being made the 
basis of the qualifications of both 
electors and clected ; which brings 
us to this solecism in politics, that, 
if there were no taxes, and taxes 
are by no means essentially neces- 
sary, there is no provision for a 
house of commons. ‘The qualifica- 
tions are such, that the number of 
electors will be much smaller than 
ia this country; and as the crown 
names the senators, ifs infinence in 
that body will be very great, and 
probably so much so in the com- 
mous, that they will never present 
to the world that freedom of de- 
bate which prevails with us. The 
king has formed his new senate 
from the old and the new nobility ; 
but as yet has given no one an here- 
ditary seat. In such a novei state of 
his affairs this precaution does not 
seem by any means unnecessary. 

In some respects they have ad- 
vanced before us. All Frenchmen 
are equal in the eyes of the consti- 
tution; and the sovereign is not re- 
strained, as with us, from calling 
into his service any of his subjects. 
l'reedom of religion and liberty of 
the press make standing articles of 
the new constitution ; whether the 
latter will be merely an empty 
name, time will discover, Though 
freedom of religion is granted to all, 
yet popery remains the religion of 
the state; and, as the majority of 
the people are papists, this pre- 
ference is natural, It is sufficient 
for the other sects, that they 
can assemble to perform their 
religious duties without restraint, 
and no mark is set upon any oue 
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because he differs tu opinion from and such a disgrace as should eff» 
any other sect. ‘This is a great aud tually cut off that nation from al) 


invaluable privilege; for it must be 


ever keptin mind, that the worst c1- 
vil coustitution with religious liber- 
ty is better than the best without it. 
Despotism of the worst kind will be 
modified by the influence of reli- 
gion; but, where that 1s taken 
away, and human power or caprice 
interferes in the concerns of man 
with his God, the people will be 
brutitied, asin Spain, and lose the 
linest energies of their nature, 

The moderation shown by the 
conquerors is without example in 
history. ‘The allies have kept their 
words: they have realised the pro- 
mises in their proclamations. Fraace 


has received an increase tustead of 


suffering a dimination of territory. 
Its limits are enlarged from what 
they were in the year 1722) The 
additions indeed are not very con- 
siderable; but where they had so 
litle reason to expect such clemen- 
cy, this moderation and generosity 
on the part of the conquerors cannot 
be too highly applauded. Paris, 
also, which was for a time, and this 
can never be forgotten, under a Rus- 
sian governor, is not divested of its 
ornaments. It has still to show 
many trophies of its victorious em- 
peror One melancholy feature in 
the treaties must however artlict 
every mind endued with humanity. 
France, in recovering its liberty, 
does not seem to have felt as she 
ought to others; and _ the allies 


have allowed her to exerise a 
spranny Which is far worse than 
that under which she lately groaued, 


She is to have the privilege of ex- 
ercising the slave trade, that is, of 
spreading desolation in Africa, and 
wickedly torturing its inhabitants 
in slave ships, for five years. We 
would hope that this article was in- 
troduced merely to give ler the op- 
portunity of renouucing of her own 
accord this infamous trattic ; though 
we coafess we should much rather 
have Seen a declaration from ail the 
powers, that the slave trade is a dis- 
grace to the nation that exercises it, 


connnunication with civilized states 
Besides, if France is to exercise this 
wicked trade, we fear that the laws 
made against it in this country will 
be rendered nugatory, and th iteven 
part of the capital of England may 
be empleyed ander French colours 
in this atrocious species of com 
merce. 

Popery is slowly raising her head 
Processious are again to take plac 
in France. They were prohibited, 
and very wisely, under the forme: 
goverument, nor cau they be used 
consistently with the freedom ot 
religion established by the cousti 
tution. vor how can a protestant 
do reverence to the wafer god that 
is carried about by the priest; and 
if he does uot doit, he will be guilty 
if seems of an offence, for itis or- 
dered that all men should reverence 
the host. As the French have not 
been accustomed for many years to 
this impious and ridiculous cere- 
mony, it is to be hoped that it will 
fall of itself into contempt; but, on 
the other hand, there is a great dan 
ger that a nation that has run tote 
the excesses of impiety and atheism 
may fall back into its former track 
of credulity and superstition. 

Popery is making slow advances 
in France: in Spain tt erects its head 
with boldness, and has the peopl 
for its champions. The returned 
king has produced with the greatest 
ease the most unexpected revelu 
tion, driven the Cortez from thet 
seats, and annihilated all their de- 
crees. Down with liberty, up with 
the Inquisition, is the popular ery. 
All who have assisted im driving out 
the French, and in fact tu preser- 
ing the kingdom for this w reiched 
inan, so lately escaped from coufine- 
ment, are the objects of persecunion, 
many imprisoned, and most of them 
disgraced, ‘The goods of the ehureh 
are to be resiored, the religious 
communities to be established, 
every thiug in short is to be brought 
to its antient footing, and unhappy 
Spain is to lose all chance of bemg 



















































benefited by the sufferings it has 
endured. But surely the nation 
cappot be su profoundly stupid as 
not to have acquired some know- 
ledge by its intercourse with the 
French and Eugiish, and the many 
excellent writings addressed to them 
by their own councrymen. ‘Time 
will discover their real state; but at 
present the prospect is deplorable. 
It augurs well, however, for the 
independence of their colonies in 
America, 

Norway seems determined to main- 
tam its sudepeudence, uuder a king 
of its own choosing; and as yet no 
hostile measures have been taken 
against her by the Swedes = It is 
supposed that their object will be 
obiained by negociation, aud that 
the country, divided into partes, 
may be biouzht over to conseut to 
the union by ihe application of those 
mbtaus that facilitated the union be- 
tween Great Britain and ireland, 
The conquest, doubtless, will be a 
very expensive oue to the Swedes; 
and if the surrounding nations do 
not interfere, the issue of the con- 
test is by no means certain. ‘Though 
the Swedes have 2 better disciplined 
army, yet the Norwegians are a 
brave people, and are capable of 
making use of the defeuce which 
nature has so admirably bestowed 
onthe country. In short, they may, 
if they are true to themselves, defy 
the Swedes, and in fact all the rest 
of the world; for a large army would 
perish among their mountains for 
Want of subsistence. 

The rejoicings for peace, as if this 
country were not still involved in a 
War with America, and the fetes in 
honour of the emperor of Russia 
and the king of Prussia, occupy the 
Whole of the public attention. The 
Prince Regeut, nobility, gentry, and 
merchants, vied with each other in 
the splendour of their eutertain- 
meuts: butevery thing fell far snort 
of the magnificeuce with which the 
three potentates were received by 
the city of London, at the Guildhall. 
The Prince Regent made hisentree 
‘vith the usual ceremonies, and con- 
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ferred upon this occasion the honour 
of a baronetage on the lord mayor, 
who in every respect was entitled 
to such a mark of royal fsvour, end 
both by the dignity of his deport- 
ment, and the integrity of his moral 
character, supported the character 
of the first magistrate of the metro- 
pours. 

The unhappy biot in the treaty of 
peace, on the slave trade, occostoned 
a meeting of the friends to the abo- 
litiou, which was numerously at- 
tended; aud the chief parliamen- 
tary speakers advocated the cause of 
Africa with great eloquence. Peti- 
tions were agreed to be presented to 
both houses of parliament, and it 
was pressed upon the meeting to 
procure petitions from ali parts of 
the country. The menagement of 
the business was vested in the com- 
mittee of the African Institution ; 
and we need not call upon our read- 
ers to give their assistance, as we are 
persuaded that, wherever an oppor- 
tunity is offered to them, the¥ will 
not fail to exert themselves in the 
cause of liberty and humanity. 

A melancholy instance of depra- 
vity has occurred in the trial and 
conviction of several persons for a 
conspiracy, Which for a time went 
under the name of the Hoax upon 
the Stock Exchanee. Under this 
title of hoax many unthinking or 
wicked persons amuse themselves 
by putting the honest and indus- 
trious to a great deal of trouble and 
vexation: but on this occasion a 
trick was played off to enrich the 
parties at the expense of the public, 
by coming a lie, and availing them- 
selves of the effect of it on the funds. 
in this idle plot were engaged—two 
members of the house of commons, 
one a distinguished naval character 
and a nobleman—a French military 
noblemau, a captain in the army— 
and some inferior agents. Judgment 
was passed on those that appeared, 
consisting in fine and imprisonment 
on all, and on three, namely, the 
english and the French nobleman, 
and astock- broker, the pillory. This 
example will deter others from @ 
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similar crime, Which has its origin 
in the basest love of gain. ‘The 
Stock Exchange were the prosecu- 
tors, and at a great expence in de- 
tecting the fraud, and bringing the 
perpetrators to public justice, The 
crime was first imputed to this body, 
aud it 1s not unusual to hear very 
idle and unfounded sarcasms thrown 
out against it. In so large a body 
there will, as in other large bodies, 
unworthy individuals be found, but 
it is idle to make such a charge, in 
which so many of the members must 
necessarily be the sufferers; aud the 
whole coutrivance of the fraud tn 
question lies with the west, not the 
east end of the town. 


The anniversary meeting of what 
is termed the National Society for 
the [Education of Children has been 


holden, and in it the Archbishop of 


Canterbury vindicated the propriety 
of the appellation which it has as- 
sumed. It may be remembered, 
that we have called in question the 
propriety of this title, aud have con- 
sidered the society as a sectarian so- 
ciety: but we shall be very glad to 
retract our remarks, provided it can 
be proved that they have laid aside 
the sectarian sentiments which this 
society first insisted upon, and have 
agreed to act upon the true princi- 
ples of the gospel. His grace is 
stated to have said, that the schools 
patronised by the society were what 
they pretented be, national 
schools, schools open to the whole na- 
tion, to the children of dissenters as well 
as of’ churchmen—that all were admis. 
sible, without respect to their sect or 
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denomination. All that is required of 





the children is a conformity to the rules 
of the school, as nothing less than this 
could be admitted, without the produc. 
tion of much distraction and confusion, 
Here then the question rests between 
his grace and us. We the 
schools sectarian not national schools, 
because we understood that the instruc. 
tion was carried on on the foundation of 
the sect established by law: namely, 
their creeds, their catechisms, and their 
collects: such things, in short, that 
many classes of dissenters would not 
choose their children to learn. Now if 
this part of the plan is given up, and 
the children are educated from the 
scriptures, and such unmscriptural words 
and phrases as the following are not in. 
cluded; namc«ly, Trinity, God the Son, 
God the Holy Ghost, and the like, and 
nothing is urged offeusive to any class 
of dissenters, we shall unite with their 
most sanguine supporters in wishes for 
their success. We would have the ques- 
tion fairly stated, and hope that some 
of our readers in town will inquire into 
the sytsem pursued at Baldwin’s- gardens, 
of whose mode we have received a very 
favourable account, and let us know 
whether it would be consistent for a 
dissenter to send his children thither, 
i.e. whether a dissenter’s child would 
or not be obliged to read or learn any 
thing out of the prayer-book of the 
established sect, or any other hook in- 
culcating the peculiar doctrines of the 
sect, and whether the teachers do viva 
voce inculcate those doctrines on their 
scholars The report of the number of 
schools is very flattering to the institue 
tion, and we rejoice in these exertions; 
for the children will be taught to read 
their Bibles, and in due time many 0! 
them will examine for themselves how 
far the doctrines of the sect established 
by law agree with those established by 
Christ and his apostles. 
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